





ey to 
sh-out 


Your 
’s bid 
ree — 


sweet- 
nakes 
oefore 


ir up 
point 
March 
yacker 
ny by 
ky ail 


sn you 
, off in 
as the 





timate 


way. A 
ion for 
e—a 


umo0ozy 
ork. for 
oudoir, 


ated by 
toward 
d. Take 
1, 

A gutsy 
Love is 
d keeps 


10:50, 1:15, 


), 3:15, 5:40, 
1:30, 


4:20; 


1:40, 5:00, 
1:10, 
10:30, 


4:45, 7:30, 


3:25, 


105, 


10:15, 1:00, 


23 
, 9:35 


15 
7:00 


30, 9:30 
7 





20, 7:00, 9:30. 


) (R) 14:55 
1:50 


9:10 
710, 9:25". 
, 1:60, 4:10; 


5, 2:20, 5:15, 
G-13) 11:45, 
5, 2:05, 4:45; 





» 8:00, 7:35, 





heck theater 
5, 2:30, 6:20, 
5, 4:50, 7:26, 

































































| 
| 
| 

















VOLUME 92, NUMBER 50 





Holiday gifts — Those attending Mayor Ron Selph’s Christmas party contributed more than 300 gifts for distribution 
by local welfare agencies. Shown are, from left, Ralpha Hausman from St. Elizabeth Medical Center; John Bosich from 
Protestant Welfare; Selph; Angela Evans of Catholic Charities; and Jim Falkner of Protestant Welfare. See Page 9A for more 


photos. 
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ra 
accepting trees 
Are Ris wondering what to 
do with your used Christmas 
tree now that thé holiday is 
over? 2 
“The Granite City Park Dis- 
trict will be accepting Christ- 
mas trees from community 
residents for the next couple 

of weeks... | Ranh 
off at 
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the end of 29th. Si 


Niedringhaus El ae ee su 
rin aus ementar. 
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ero tolerance’ goes into effect 


By Martin Richter 
Staff writer 


Drivers on Illinois 157 in Collinsville on 
Tuesday night were confronted with a 
roadside checkpoint staffed by officers of 
the Illinois State Police, the Madison 
County Sheriff's Department and the 
Collinsville Police Department. 


Such checkpoints are not uncommon 


educate drivers about the new “Use It & 
Lose It” law as to catch motorists who 
were intoxicated or weren’t wearing seat ¢ 





2nd suspect in 
double slaying 


Hall arrested in Oklahoma 


Madison County authorities 
were to leave Oklahoma City 
‘Wednesday and head to Colora- 
do to interview a second sus- 
pect in the murder of two wom- 
en whose bodies were found in 
a farm field off Illinois Route 


3. 

Two Sheriff's Department 
“detectives drove to Oklahoma 
.‘ City Monday to question Felipe 

Lamont Hall, 30, who is 
charged in Madison County 
with two counts of first-degree 
murder in the shotgun slayings 
of Christina Masters, 20, of 
MarylandsHeights, Mo., and 
Samantha Beasley, 17, of St. 


Louis. be 

Hall, who lived in St. Louis 
when. the women were mur- 
dered in October, fled to Okla- 
homa_ and was arrested Friday 
after he reportedly abducted: a 


Colorado | Springs, 
failure to return from a -cot 
furlough, was booked in Okla- 
jhoma on suspicion of kidnap- 







‘y, firearm and 


ing, burg 
thot harges after a 


motor vehicle 
dispute with his ifriend’s 14- 
year-old neighbor: 

Madison County  Sheriff’s 
Department Chief of Detectives 
Capt. Robert Hertz said county 
detectives worked with Oklaho- 
ma authorities Monday and 
Tuesday and ¢: ted to inter- 
view Hall about the murders of 
Masters and Beasley. 

“T haven’t spoken with them, 
but I suspect they will question 
him,” Hertz said Tuesday. 

The detectives were expected 

to drive to Colorado Springs to 
interview another man suspect- 
ed in the slayings. 
. “They are going: to Colorado 
to question another potential 
suspect,”? Hertz said. “It’s a 
man who left the area with 
Hall after the murders,” 

An Oklahoma police spokes- 
man could» not be reached 
Tuesday, but Hertz -said author- 
ities there had not yet filed for- 

mal charges against Hall. z 

“Tt’s possible they will file in 






Teen drivers warned 


belts. 


Drivers at the roadblock were handed a 
flier bearing an illustration of an ‘‘under 
21’’ drivers license covered by a pair of 
big, puckered-up lips. ‘‘Kiss it goodbye if 


you drink and drive,” the fliers read. 
The new law, passed by the Illinois 


General Assembly last spring, will mean 
license suspensions.for drivers under the 


age of 21 caught with even a trace of 


year begins. 





~waleobol.in-their-systemscityvaerintass~ 


Violators will-receive a three-month 
(See DRIVERS, Page 6A) 
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2-year suspension 
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Steel firm may 
build new plant 


By Bob Slate 
Staff writer: 


The Granite City area is one of six in 
the running for a $75 million, state-of-the- 
art steel processing facility to be built in 
the next two years. 

The facility is to be built by National 
Stee] Corp., the parent company of Gran- 
ite City Steel 

If built, the facility could create as 
many as 80 to 90 new full-time manufac- 
turing jobs and would process more than 
a quarter of a million net tons of high- 
quality coated steel per year. It would 
operate around the clock. 

‘The facility, a hot-dip sheet steel galva- 
nizing line, would be capable of process- 
ing cold-rolled carbon steel strip in coil 
form through a hot-dipped galvanizing 
process applying zinc and zinc-aluminum 
coating metals to specifications 

The end product would be marketed to 
the construction industry to be used for 
pre-engineered, low-rise commercial and 
industrial buildings. 

The new facility would produce a prod- 
uct that the Granite City facility cannot 
currently produce, but would be nearly 
identical to Double G Coatings Inc., a 
joint venture of National and Bethlehem 
Steel located in Jackson, Miss., according 
to Bob Maxwell, director for public rela- 
tions at Granite City Steel 

Ken Leonard, vice president and gener- 
al manager at the Granite City Division 
of National Steel, said an extensive 
search of potential sites has found Gran- 
ite City to be one of six that would be 
suitable for the project. 

Other sites expected to submit propos- 
als include National’s_ Midwest Division 
located in Portage, Ind., and ‘‘green 
field” sites in Alabama, Tennessee, Geor- 
gia and Arkansas, Leonard said, 

‘The proposals will be submitted to a 
special site search and evaluation com- 
mittee comprised of National Steel 
employees. 

If the facility is built here, Leonard 
said, Granite City could become a one- 
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ity, 
Department of Commerce and Communi- 
ty Affairs, utility companies and other 





Incentive |. 
package a key 


One key in -the .decision-making pro-. 
cess to determine where a new $75 mil-~ 
lion steel processing facility will be 
built is economic incentives provided to 
National Steel. 

Granite City Steel executives prepar- 
ing @ proposal for presentation to a site 
— selection committee are working with. - 
state and local leaders as well as ser- 
vice providers. They hope to to put 
together a package that will make the 

project most profitable. 

Ken Leonard, vice president and gen- 
eral manager at Granite. City Steel, 
asked members of the Granite City 
Council on Tuesday night for sugges- 
tions regarding incentives that the city 
could provide: the company. 

Promises of tax abatements, for 

_ &ample, would make the project more 
profitable and thus more attractive to 
National Steel’s board of directors 

> “We are looking for suggestions to 
help us tip the scale so that National 
Steel will say, “Granite City is the hest 





place to put this line’, said Bob Max 
Ac {See PACKAGE, Page 2A) 





interested parties to put together a pre- 
sentation that will convince National Steel 
executives that Granite City is the ideal 
spot for the facility. 

A decision ta locate the facility here 
would greatly strengthen Granite City 
Division's place within the company, 
Leonard sai 

While National Steel had planned on 
shutting down all finishing operations in 
Granite City in 1994, those plans have 
been put off for now, Leonard said. 

Burl Hand, a representative of the Unit- 


1% place for steelpradnetaee: ~~ eSteelarnrk, of. an atari = 
hopping: placesionstee ie state the Granite Gy Division annem 
“Tt could be very devastating to the 

(See PLANT, Page 2A) 











Police...... 
Editorial 





Felipe Hall 


the next couple of days and 
then Hall will have a court 
appearance,’ Hertz said. ‘‘At 
this point I don’t know when 
he'll be coming back to Madi- 
son County. I don’t know how 
the mechanics will work. That 
is something the State’s Attor- 
ney’s Office will work out.” 

Hall was arrested in north- 
east Oklahoma City after 
neighbors told police they saw 
him force the teen-ager into his 
ear, Hertz said. Police were in 
the’ neighborhood when Hall 
returned. and chased him into 
an occupied house. : 

“He took off running and 
about 10 to 15 minutes after he 
was arrested they found his 
name on some personal papers 

(See SUSPECT, Page 6A) 








Kwanzaa 


A holiday for families, fun 


By Bob Slate 
‘Staff writer 


. Christmas is over. But for 


many African Americans in the 
: season is just beginning. 

Ks See igs the African 
‘American holiday celebrated 
Dec. 26 to Jan. 1. - 

“eThe annual seven-day ~ 


celebration should be‘a way of of 


i day,” said Cynthia 
Cratrtord of fenice. She 
demonstration last week at the: 
fenice Recreation Center. 
“The seven Bee her oet be 
ed by all people — not 


“Kwanza”? is a Swahili word" 
meaning ‘first’ or “‘first fruits.”” 
The holiday celebration was 

i by De ‘Maulana 
eacl California 
ee at Long Beach, 
to build: er | S 
teach African Americans about 
their rich cultural-heritage. ~ 
At the first celebration, 









y, which _ 


Gee KWANZAA, Page 6A) |. 





By Bob Slate 
Staff writer 


A state disciplinary panel has 
recommended a two-year 
suspension for a Granite City 
attorney who allegedly allowed 
three workers compensation 
claims to be dismissed and 
allegedly made false and 
misleading statements to one 
client about the status of her 
claim.. 

The hearing board of the 
Illinois Attorney Registration 
and Disciplinary Commission 
(ARDC) on Dec. 19 
recommended that the law 
practice of Charles I. Weitzman 
be suspended for two years. 


“(Weitzman’s) misconduct 
constitutes a gross paltern of 
repeated neglect: which extended 
from 1987 ... through 1992,’’ the 
hearing board found. 


“In each of the three workers’ 
compensation claims, 
(Weitzman), failed to act, 

*neglected to reinstate the claim 
and then misrepresented the 
status of the. claim to the 
client,” the board ruled. 

The hearing board of the 
ARDC is an advisory body. Any 
disciplinary action must 


ultimately be initiated by the 
Illinois Supreme Court. 


Weitzman, with an office and 
Granite City and residence in 
Edwardsville, could not be 
reached for comment 

The initial three-count 
complaint against Weitzman was 
filed in November 1993 and 
alleges that he allowed workers 
compensation claims by two 
clients to expire. It also alleges 
he told a client her case was 
still pending almost a year after 
it had been dismissed. 


According to ARDC 
documents, Weitzman was 
retained by Christina Adams 
Champion in July 1986 to 
represent her in a workmens 
compensation claim before the 
Illinois Industrial Commission, 
but the matter was dismissed in 
May 1987 because he failed to 
file an appearance. The 
workmens comp claim was filed 
as a result of injuries Champion 
had sustained while lifting a 
patient at the Edwardsville Care 
Center. 


Weitzman did not take any 
action to reinstate the case and 
did not tell Champion that the 
case was dismissed, according to 

(See LAWYER, Page 2A) 
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Aftermath — Although 1994 was 4 relative 
Great Flood of ‘93 were still being felt. The for-sal 
the story of the devastation left by the flood. For more p' 


ly mild year weather-wise for the area, the effects of the 
le sign in front of this Chouteau Island mobile home tells 
hotos from 1994, sée today’s People Page, Page 








(Staff photo by PAM DOEPKE-HURD) 





Obituaries 






Ornamental candle is cited 
as cause of apartment fire.... 
Page 2A. 


Drug use among children is 
becoming ‘more and more 
of a problem.......... Page 3A. 


Trivia 


How many calls for 
service did the Granite City - 
police department answer 
between Jan. 1 and Nov. 30 
this year? 


See Page 6A 


75 years ago 


Dec. 29, 1919 

A southbound freight. train 
on the Wabash Railroad was 
stopped one mile north of 
Nameoki Road when a couple 
of railroad cars were robbed in 
a daring manner. The train was 
stopped by cutting the air, 
automatically applying the 
brakes, halting the train. One 
man pointed a gun at the_ 
brakeman! while two other 
men loade#-merchandise from 













the freight cars into a waiting 
truck. 


Deaths 





Helen Annis  W. Smith 
Wava Bates Carl Tucker 
‘M. Danheiser .J. Robertson 
B. Halfhill, M. Wright — 
John Downs L. Singleton 
Mae. Gebhart__M.. Sharleville 
G. Fowler, . J. Grodzicki- 
Carol Matyas M. Anthony ~ 
M. Mitchel 


Lera Watson” 
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LOCAL NEWS 








News in review 


News in review provides a summary of some of the past week’s 
stories. This column is designed for out-of-town readers who do not 
receive the Sunday and Wednesday Press-Record Journals. 


















Drug house owners targeted 


Madison: County officials are warning landlords that if their 
properties are. being used to deal drugs and the activity does not 
stop, the buildings will be shut down and boarded up. 

“This will give them specific notice that the properties they 
own have been used to sell drugs, to use drugs, to store drugs or 
have had something to do with drug activity,” Assistant State’s 
Attorney. Michele Berkel said. 

The action came the same weék that area police arrested 19 of 
31 alleged drug dealers in Madison and Venic®: The suspects had 
been charged with drug trafficking and related crimes ina 
suppressed indictment issued Dec. 15. 

About 40 officers participated in the arrest. The officers were 
from ‘the Madison and Venice police departments, Illinois State 
Police, Metropolitan Enforcement Group of Southwestern Illi- 
nois, Drug Enforcement Administration, U.S. Marshal’s office, 
Secret Service and Madison.County Sheriff's Department. 






































Police seeking clues in shooting 


Illinois State Police are hoping a 57-year-old truck driver from 
Granite City was able to send out a distress signal over his 
citizens band radio early Monday morning before he died of 
gunshot wounds on the Martin Luther King Bridge in East St. 
Louis. 

“the body of Williani J. Smith was discovered slumped behind 
the wheel of a dark blue International tractor-trailer truck owned 
by Hogan Transportation Co. at5:52 a.m. Monday, police said. 

‘The tractor-trailer truck was stopped on the westbound 
approach to the MLK Bridge early Monday when a passer-by 
discovered Smith slumped over the wheel and the truck’s 
driver-side* window shot out. 

The truck was still running at the time. 

Smith, of the 4200 block of Division Street, was pronounced 
dead shortly afterward at St. Mary’s Hospital in East St. Louis. 

Police said they are treating the death as a possible drive-by 
shooting. 


Court rules in favor of Bridick 


Judgment partially came in favor of the City of Madison in 
three cases dating back to the mid-1980s involving former city 
employees. 

City Attorney Casper Nighohossian announced at a regular 
Madison City Council meeting Tuesday that the Circuit Court for 
the Third Judicial Circuit in Madison County ruled that former 
police chief Don Bridick is entitled to reimbursement for nine 
days of vacation. 

Claims from Judith Donaldson and Shirley Greer, both former 
city. employees, for vacation pay and overtime pay were dismiss- 
ed. 













Madison will sell old equipment 


The Madison City Council decided to clean house at a regular 
meeting held Tuesday and passed a resolution to sell four pieces 
of old equipment. 
ahhaurrodeysaie7i invermadsnar eweton dump: Ae IS. 
Chevrolet bucket truck. 
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CRYSTAL GIFTWARE . 
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| Candle ignites 
apartment fire 


in a downtown Granite City apartment 
without a home. 


Avenue began ai 
dre 


four-family brick apartment 
They extinguished the fire in al 
and box springs, 
of a second story wil 
Smoke and fire damage to the apartme: 
itable. The occupants of 

ter, are staying with rel: 


smoke detector but that one may hav: 


Two stabbed in fight © 


—gon, -and-Christepher—D.—Ander- 






An unattended. decorative candle apparently ignited a fire Tuesday 
that temporarily left a family 
rt, the fire at 2037 Edison 


According to h % 
na lighted potpourri candle 


a fire department re; 

t 3:05 p.m. Tuesday whe! 
copped on a bed. “3 * x 
Firefighters responded to the plaze in an upstairs apartment of the 
t building and battled the fire from inside. 
bout five minutes after throwing a bed 
dresser, two chairs and clothing out 
ndow and onto a parking lot below. 

nt left it temporarily uninhab- 
the apartment, Brenda Allen and her daugh- 
atives while the damage is repaired. 

i of Denver Street, owns the building. 
id that firefighters could not find a 
e been present. 


a television, a 


Bob Sanders, of the 2000 block 
A fire department report sai 


woman — the witness’ girlfriend. 

When three other men were in 
the house with the woman, an 
argument ensued, spilled outside 
and escalated into a fight. 

Anderson, Ellis and another 
man ‘squared. off. against the 

_three men who had been in the 
house, witnesses told police. 

Ellis said that the three men 
demanded to frisk him and 
Anderson for weapons. After 
frisking Ellis, one of the men 
punched .Anderson and then 
punched Ellis, Ellis told police. 

Ellis fell to the ground and 
was beaten by the men, he said 

‘After the fight broke up, the 
three men who had initially been 
in the house fled the scene in a 
ear with two women, according 
to a police report. 

Anderson told police he tried 
to chase the car, but collapsed 
and then realized he had been 
stabbed. 

Both stabbing victims’ were 
taken to the hospital by ambu- 
lance 


A 19-year-old Madison man 
and a 20-year-old Edwardsville 
man were stabbed by other men 
Tuesday night during 2 fight in 
Granite City. 

Jeffery J. Ellis, of the 1600 
block of Fourth Street in Madi- 


son, of Edwardsville, were each 
stabbed in’ a fight in the 2900 
block of Marshall Avenue just 
after 8 p.m. Tuesday 

Police said a dispute over a 
woman apparently prompted the 
fight. Officers were investigating 
Wednesday and seeking three 
men as suspects. 

Ellis was treated at St. Eliza- 
beth Medical Center for stab 
wounds to the head, left hand, 
sternum and lower right back. 

Anderson was treated at 
SEMC for a stab wound to his 
lower right back. 

Both men were released from 
the hospital after being treated. 

‘A witness told police that Ellis 
and Anderson went to the Mar- 
shall Avenue address to see a 


ePlant 


(Cuntinued from Page 1A) 





Granite City area if we don't get this line,” Hand said. 

National Steel is looking for a 25- to 50-acre site on which to build 
the facility. The plant. would include administrative offices, locker 
rooms, a metallurgical testing jaboratory and wastewater treatment 
facilities. 

Among the sp “i 
are efficient access to rai 
available work force. J 
asy access to a barge-navigable waterway and barge terminal 
fagilifies alec ane GES: TAY pircycrorsene-projece: wnruciude we 
fact that the facility can be built withiifi-an existing building on 
Granite City Steel property located on 20th Street between Madison 
Avenue and Nash Street; and that a salaried labor force is already 
in place to support the facility. Those two factors combined could 
save National Steel as much as $10 million, he. said. 

Leonard said the proposal will also emphasize the existing trained 


ecific facility requirements, in addition to the .land, 
1 and road transportation; utilities; and an 
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MEDICAL, LEGAL AND 


NURSING HOME MALPRACTICE 
FREE CONSULTATION 


If you are seeking representation 
for hospital, physician; nursing home or 
: - legal malpractice 
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(Continued from Page 1A) 


lations at Granite City Steel. 

ussed are a tax increment finance (TIF) 
is for the new line. 

— who said they learned about the 
week ago — said-they are not 
ost beneficial to National 


well, director for public rel: 
* Among the incentives disc! 
district and enterprise zone statu: 

But Granite City Steel officials 
slightly more than one 


project just y 
tly what incentives would be ms 


sure yet exact! 
Steel: : 
For example, tax records must be studied to determine if @ TIF 
district would have any economic benefits on the project. 
A TIF district is a special-project area in which property taxes 





(and in some eases sales taxes) are frozen at existing levels, Any One in fot 
increases in those taxes over a 20-year period are rebated to the used illegal 
developer instead of going to the usual taxing bodies, such as the ing high s 
school district or park district. Se $ researcher: 
Enterprise zones create similar tax incentives for shorter periods of among Am 
time. rhe “getting wo 
Granite City Steel officials asked aldermen attending a joint meet- pace.’” 
ing of the council’s Economic Development and Downtown Rehabili- A Unive 
tation committees for suggestions and a general show of support for study relea: 
the project. : 4 i ington, D.( 
Time is a major factor in the decision-making process, as National use of illeg 
Steel’s board of directors is expected to choose a location for the new marijuana, 
facility Jan. 27. zt a among all 
City Attorney Leo Konzen said it would be next to impossible to the trend ° 
-establish-a TIF district in the time allotted. : among your 
“The important thing is that members of the council express intent “[m no 
to do everything they can,” Konzen said. $ aa results of | 
Alderman Jim Miller, chairman of the Downtown Committee, said Gamm-Smi 
there are many things the city can-do to help make the project of the Coi 
attractive to National Steel, but that aldermen need to know the Center of 
price tag of the incentive package before approving it. a County in A 
‘Alderman Walter Milton, chairman of the Finance Committee, “We hav 
agreed. 9 we know | 
“We can create any kind of (financing) we want. providing’ we drug proble 
don’t put the school district out of business,’’ Milton said. The cen 
For example, a TIF district bounded only by the area to be devel- whelmed b 
oped would-not create_a ‘financial burden for taxing districts. But stance abu 
TIF district status for the entire Granite City Steel facility which dren,” Gar 
involves about one-fourth of the assessed: valuation of the city — Among € 


cent ackno 
drugs at s¢ 
times, a f 
percent w 
included, a 


would be devastating. 
Alderman Mac Warfiel 

the new facility and protect the 
“I don’t think there’s anyone on 

whatever it takes to make this happen, 


Jd said he would do what it takes to secure 
existing one. ~ 

this council that wouldn't do 
” Warfield said. 






























































‘Alderman Kim Affolter said the city may be able to provide gan study. 
National. Steel with incentives not directly related to the proposed about 3 ps 
new line. eA 1993. 

‘“you may have problems in other areas of Granite city Steel, not Health : 
necessarily related to this project, that we can help with to benefit Secretary | 
national Steel,” she said tion Secret 

The committee members present voted unanimously to have the Lee Brown 
city attorney staff prepare a resolution declaring the council's will- ; House’s O. 
ingness to support the project. Control | 

study in W 
: “We're 
g j ioht he alar| 
NAACP meeting set for tonight aiace 
The Madison County chapter of the National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) will meet at 6:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 29, at the Venice Library. 

Discussion will center on membership’ and elections. oO 

e ie y The Sec 

awyer pine Se 

(Continued from Page 1A) lack of prosecution in February Blattner « 

of 1991. The claim was reinstat- Coast Gui 
ed in April 1991 upon Weitzman’s ~ Commen¢ 

ARDC pleadings. request. rescue of 

In fact, according to the docu- But in July 1991, Weitzman Mississip) 
ment, Weitzman. told Champion told Galbraith he intended to The pre 
in a letter dated April 8, 1988 withdraw from the . When * took plac: 
1i_ months after the matter had Ibraith’s new, lawyer ,reauest- Asxoune 
See SRT — a OS RAG A Sa recoras trom "Weitzman, ee 

hearing in 10 days. When Cham- Weitzman sent a letter which Blatine 
pion showed up for the hearing failed to advise the new attorney Louis hat 

at ‘the Industrial Commission of the case’s status, according to he saw a 

site April 18, 1988, according to the complaint. three pec 

the complaint, Weitzman told Weitzman had not withdrawn/ down dir 
her the matter had been contin- as counsel for Galbraith approacl 
ued due to a problem with the the case was di missed a authoriti 
file. * time for lack of prosecution The tw 

Weitzman ‘thereafter assured . January 19 the complai: sending | 
her on a number of occasions alleges. A new attorney filed the wate 
that she would have compensa- appearance on the matter on Blattn 
tion soon,” according to the July 14, 1992, only to find that clinging 
complains. the claim could not be reinstat4 mtoon 

Champion retained another ed. rs floating 
attorney in November 1988, but | Count IIT alleges that Weitz river cu 
her claim could not be reinstat- man agreed to represent Gal- Author 

w= braith in another claim stem- with ma 

Weitzman testified before the ming from an injury sustained watercr 
hearing board that he had when a customer attacked Gal- and pull 
received no notices about the braith. Weitzman filed _ his now ties 
case and that notice of the dis- appearance in April 1988 and than he 

missal was sent to another law- requested continuances four water t 

yer who had failed to withdraw times in -1990 and 1991 before His p! 

from the case. _ telling Galbraith by letter July possible 

Champion later received a 11, 1991 that he would withdraw at the ¢ 
$40,000 settlement from Weitz- from the case. Affairs 





man after suing him. 

Weitzman said his malpractice 
insurance was canceled. 

Counts II and III of the com- 
plaint stem from Weitzman’s 
alleged mishandling of two work- 
mens compensation claims by 
Robert Lee Galbraith Jr., an 
employee of Rent-a-Center 

One claim involved injuries 
Galbraith sustained while carry- 
ing a television set. Weitzman 
filed his appearance as Gal- 
braith’s counsel on May 5, 1988, 
but the case was dismissed for 


On Sept. 16, 1991 the case was 
dismissed for want of prosecu- 
tion and Galbraith had not yet 
withdrawn from the case, the 
complaint alleges. 

Weitzman testified that he 
sought the continuances because 
a settlement offer of about $3,200 
had been made and Galbraith 
would not accept it. He also said 
he did not take any other actions 
because Galbraith indicated he 
intended to seek other counsel. 

Weitzman received his law 
license in Mlinois in 1973 after 
graduating from Purdue Univer- 
sity and receiving his law degree 
from Loyola University School of 
Law. He worked part-time in the 
Madison County Public Defend- 
er’s office from 1974 to 1980. He 
was also appointed in 1992 to 
represent convicted murderer 
Lloyd Wayne Hampton. after 
Hampton, who had said he want- 
«ed to be executed, changed his 
mind six hours before he: was to 











































Does your 
car insurance 
give you 10 
ways to save? 


Allstate does.* 


‘Allstate Advantage Discount 
Economy Car Discount: 
Make and Model Rate 

Good Driver Rate 

Low Mileage Rate 

Multi-car Discount 

Farm Discount 

Air Bag Discount 

55 and Retired Discount 

Car Pool Rate _ 

















ie. 
He has also provided legal 
assistance to-women through the 
Phoenix Crisis Center, a shelter 
for battered women. . 
Weitzman’s license was sus- 
pended for six months more than 
10 years ago for failing to file 
state income tax returns in 1977, 
1978 and 1979, authorities said. 
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CONFUSED ABOUT | 
A COLLEGE MAJOR? 
‘PROFESSIONAL CAREER 
COUNSELING |) 
THE DOLAN AGENCY 
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—} Study says children’s 
drug use is worsening 
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Area drug counselors are con- 
cerned about a shocking new 
study that shows an increase of 
drug use ‘among younger chil- 

D. 


One in four schoolchildren has 
used illegal, drugs before reach- 
ing high school, according to 
researchers who say drug use 
among American youngsters is 
“getting worse at a fairly rapid 
pace.”’ 

A University of Michigan 
study released Monday in Wash- 
ington, D.C., found that while 
use of illegal drugs, particularly 
marijuana, continued to rise 
among all teen-agers this year, 
the trend was most disturbing 
among younger children. 

“Pm not surprised by the 
results of the study,”.said Kris 
Gamm-Smith, executive director 
of the Community Counseling 
Center of Northern Madison 
County in Alton. 

“We haven’t done studies but 
we know there is a significant 
drug problem,” she said. 

The center has been ‘‘over- 
whelmed by the amount of sub- 
stance abuse in.families of chil- 
dren,’ Gamm-Smith said- 

Among eighth-graders, 25 
cent acknowledged use of 
drugs at some point in their life- 
times, a figure that rose to 35 
percent when inhalants were 
included, according to the Michi- 
gan study. Both figures were up 
about 3 percentage points from 
1993. :. 

Health and Human Services 
Secretary Donna Shalala, Educa- 
tion Secretary Richard Riley and 
Lee Brown, director of the White 
House’s Office of National Drug 
Control Policy, released the 
study in Washington Monday. 

“We're not just here to sound 
the alarm. We're here to issue a 
call to action,’ Shalala said. 





Coast Guard honors man for 


The Second Coast Guard 
District has honored Paul 
Blattner of Granite City with the 
Coast Guard Public Service 
Commendation Award for his 
rescue of two people from the 
Mississippi River on Oct. 19. 

The presentation of the award 
took place Dec. 21 at the Robert 
As xounge Federal Building in St. 

Blattner was boating in a St 
Louis harbor of the river when 
he saw a pontoon boat, with 
three people on board, break 
down directly in front of an 
approaching two-barge tow, 
authorities said. : 

‘The two boats collided, _ 
sending the three persons into 
the water. 

Blattner saw one person 
clinging to the still-floating 
pontoon boat and the other two 


river current. 

Authorities credited Blattner 
with maneuvering, his personal 
watercraft to the two victims 
and pulling them back to the 
now tied-off pene boat. He 
than helped both out of the 
water to safety. 


possib! s 
at the Coast Guard’s Public 
Affairs Office. 











When a child’s death Is 


recover for the.loss of the 
















child dies. 
Recently, the question 
























ing that the anest 
administered. 


The trial court recognized the plaint 
| stated a cause of action for property damage. The 


floating downstream in the swift 


His prompt action prevented a 
te drowning, officials said 


son’s negligence, Illinois law allows the parent to 


Loss of companionship has been recognized by 
the Illinois Supreme Court as one [ 
damages sustained by the parents. when their 


owner of a pet can recover. damage for loss of 
companionship if the pet dies as a result of an in- 
dividual’s fiegligence. The question here is 
whether pet owners who sustain a loss should be 
treated the same as pal 
This question was addressed in a recent case. 
The plaintiffs took their pet German shepherd 
dog to an animal hospital for diagnostic treat- 
ment. During the course of the examination, the 
veterinarians administered anesthesia to the:dog, 
and this resulted in the animal's death. r 
tiffs brought..an action against the Animal. 
Hospital and against the two. veterinarians, alleg- 





‘l’m not surprised by the results of the study. 
We haven't done studies but we know there is 
a significant drug problem.’ 


— Kris Gamm-Smith 
Counselor 





“But the real work has to be 
done in our communities and in 
our homes, with parents leading 
the way.’” ‘ 

Edwardsville DARE office: 
Sgt. Don Lask agreed that par- 
ents need to get involved in the 
program. ‘Teaching something 
just in a classroom will not solve 
everything,”’ he said. 

Parental acceptance of alcohol 
and tobacco are a detriment to 
anti-drug abuse efforts, East 
Alton DARE officer detective 
Darren Carlton said. 

“Parents accept alcohol and 
cigarettes and think it is no big 
deal when they are using those 
drugs,”’ Carlton said. 

DARE is a 13-week course 

__ taught by police officers to make 
middle school children aware of 
the danger and consequences of 
drug use. 

Michigan’s Institute for Social 
Research began studying teen- 
age drug abuse rates in 1975. It 
tracked an expansion of drug 
abuse into the late 1970s, a sub- 
stantial decline that lasted 
through 1991, and a resurgence 
since then. 

Lleyd D. Johnston, one of 
three researchers who conducted 
the study, linked this rise to the 
message young people are get 
ting today about drugs. 

“They are hearing much less 
about the dangers of drugs and 

seeing more glamorization of 

drugs,”’ he said. 





Johnston pointed to findings 
that 35 percent of eighth-graders, 
almost 43 percent of 10th-graders 
and almost half of 12th-graders 
have used illegal drugs including 
inhalants, all up from recent 
years. 

“It is a problem which is get- 
ting worse at a fairly rapid 
pace,” he said. 


The report found that the rise 
in marijuana use was the most 
striking. Among eighth-graders, 
13 percent said they had smoked 
marijuana in the past year, dou- 
ble the rate in 1991. The rate 
among 10th-graders jumped 
from 16 percent in 1991 to 25 per- 
cent this year, while the 
increase was from 24 percent to 
31 percent for high school 
seniors. 


“T’ve heard from other studies 
that marijuana use is on the 
increase among children in gen- 
eral,” said Suzanne Ringhausen, 
program director of the chemi- 
cal dependence treatment center 
at St. Clare’s Hospital. ‘We need 
to develop more significant pre- 
vention programs.” 


Use of harder drugs such as 
LSD and_ other hallucinogens, 
stimulants, cocaine and crack 
did not show significant increas- 
es from 1993, but remained at 
high levels. 

— From the Alton Telegraph 


Capt. Frank Chlisz¢zyk, left, presents Paul Blattner with the 
Coast Guard Public Service Commendation for his October 
1994 rescue of two people from the Mississippi 


River. 


THE LAW AND YOU 


By RICK REED 
‘ Attorney At Law 





caused by another per- 


child's companionship. _ ship, loyalty, 


part of the 


arose as to whether the 


rents who lose’ a child. 





The plain- 


fesia’ was improperly 


trial judge, however, refused to allow the plain- 
tiffs to be compensated for loss of “companion- 
security and friendship” of the dog. 
The plaintiffs took the case to the Appellate 
Court. The Appellate Court noted that if a person 
is going to recover damages 
nionship, the loss must ir 
not dogs. In the eyes of the law, a dog is an item 
of personal property. 
measure of damages should be an item's “actual 
value to the plaintiff,” 
element of sentimental value. 
pellate Court emphasized that Mlinois Jaw will not 
permit recovery for loss of companionship when a 
person loses a pet. 


Why is it significant that pet owners cannot 
recover for loss of companionship resulting from 
negligently caused death of pets? By not allowing 
the pet owner to recover for loss of companion- 
ship, the Appellate Court is in essence saying 
that damages will be limited in the: 
‘Whereas parents who lose 4 ¢' 

ounts 


for loss of compa- 
involve human beings, 
The Court noted that the 


which may include some 
However, the Ap- 









cases. 
may recover 
ney because of loss of 













_____ substantial amoun 
iffs had . companionship, pet owners who sustain 2 
-will not be treated in the same manner. 










































(Staff photo by KYLE HESTER) 


Food and toy collection — Building Service Employees Union Local 98 collected food and 
toys for the families of needy students recently at the Granite City High School cafeteria. Shown are, from 
left, Jim Dickerson, Shirley Ethridge, Paulette Bell, Betty Forshee, Beatrice Stevenson, Pat Lour, Irma 





Osborn, Karen Kamadulski and Shirley Bushong. Service Employees Union Local 98 includes custodians, 
cooks and teacher aides 1 





U.S. questions ‘granny tax’ 










































SPRINGFIELD — Grants to 
partially offset the controversial 
lllinois yearlong “‘granny tax’”’ 
on nursing home residents are 
raising questions from a federal 
agency. 

The U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services is question- 
ing whether the daily $1 tax for 
each occupied nursing home bed 
that was imposed for the fiscal 
year starting July 1, 1992, met 
requirements to qualify for 
matching federal Medicaid reim- 
bursement. 

The tax -was used to raise 


set the $6.30 per day per bed 
nursing home tax, dubbed the 
“granny tax'’ by opponents, that 
was imposed during the same 
period 

Illinois Department of Public 
Aid spokesman Dean Schott said 
the agency is convinced ‘‘we can 
make the case’ that it met the 
federal criteria. He said a feder- 
al waiver had been obtained for 
the overall granny tax imposed, April through June 

Schott described the federal 1 still have not been’ paid 
inquiry as a routine demand for because the Legislature has not 
additional documentation, and he appropriated the’ money, said 
said Public Aid is not concerned Illinois Department of Revenue 
about a possible threat to make spokesman Mike Klemens. 


Illinois return $111.8 million in 
Medicaid reimbursements. 

The $1 tax was imposed to 
raise money to pay for grants of 
up to $500 every three months to 
people in nursing homes whose 
taxable income did not exceed 
$17,000 after nursing home 
expenses were deducted 

However, the grants for the 
last quarter the granny tax was 

















money for grants to partially off- 


rescue 





Hi, ’m your new State Farm 
Agent. Please see me for any 
of your insurance needs. 

























Like a good neighbor, 
State Farm ts there.” 


Diamond Heart Pendant 


$399 


iamond Anniversary Ring 
Diamond Soli 


$499 a 


Pay as little as $15 a month 
!® Free First Year's Insurance Premium!! ** 


ae 


JEWELERS, CTD. 


; 3244 NAMEOKI RD. GRANITECITY © 452-31 838 
HOLIDAY HOURS: MON-FRI 10AM-8PM _ SAT 10AM-6PM 


Gh0os SUN waaed io naow Gola Sees amr enT Se 


Te Ge range sate. 68 tm Scand yor eau 
Yenne ranges ost a V8 he 


*On All Bridal Ring Purchases (495 Minimum). Some Restrictions Apply To Airfare Vouchers. 
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Most would 
rather give help 


TO THE EDITOR: 

‘During the last few months, T 
have had the privilege to work 
with some very concerned peo- 
ple in preparing food baskets for 
Christmas. 

s is the third year I have 

had this opportunity. Last year, 
we put together 50 or more bas- 
kets; this year, we did more 
than 70. 

T don’t know how much longer 
we ‘ean continue to meet the 
increasing demand for what we 
do, but I do believe the demand 
will increase until something or 
someone changes the way things 
are done. 

One of the main points that 
must be expressed is’ that most 
of the people on the receiving 
end of this program, and many 
.others that I have heard about, 
not only do not wish to be in the 
position they are in but want to 
imnow how they can help others. 

Please, think of this when you 
_ are asked to donate. Most of 

these people are needy — not 
greedy “ and most of these 
want to help others and not be 
receiving the help. 

To those of you who have 
helped others, God bless you and 
thank you. I feel sorry for you 
who have not heard or seen the 
joy of those receiving the things 
we take for granted. 

MARVIN RIBBING 
Pontoon Beach 


Bible at odds 


with actions 


TO THE EDITOR: 

I always read your ‘to. the 
editor” column. It is right before 
Christmas and I have a question 
or two. 








Passing the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) and its disastrous World 
Trade Organization, which con- 
tains about 22,000 pages, could 
be a disaster. If anyone’ thi 
such agreements can help labor 
or farmers, we only need to look 
at hog prices since we saw Con- 
gress pass the NAFTA agree- 
ment. Hogs are at the lowest 
pricé in more than 20 years, 
while labor has seen high-paying 
jobs leave by the thousands. The 
only things we ever get is prom- 
ises and no guarantees. 

The finest thing they can do 
when they arrive in Washington 
is to adjourn and leave town 
with some semblance of dignity: 

ERWIN WEIN 
Glen Carbon 


But not this 


much change 


TO THE EDITOR: 

Many political pundits have 
said the voters in the 1994 elec- 
tion are still wanting change. 
But the change that may come 
about is not the change that I 
believe the people of this area, 
or the residents of this state, 
want. 

Shortly after the election, news 
reports surfaced of the changes 
that Speaker-elect Lee Daniels 
wants to make in the operation 
:of the Illinois House. But, one of 
those. changes will have a nega- 
tive impact on all House mem- 
bers and the people they repre- 
sent. 

Mr. Daniels wants to abolish 
consideration of amendments on 
the House floor and let commit- 
tees handle those amendments. 
It doesn’t really sound like a big 
deal, but a closer look will tell 
you how harmful this move 
could be to the legislative pro- 
cess. 

Historically, a bill is *intro- 
duced and assigned to a commit- 
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Orange .County’s positive pastor 


When you hear of Orange 
County these days, it brings to 
mind the prosperous county’s 
winter of discontent, a 
$1.5-billion-debt bankruptcy 
problem attributed to poor 
governmental investments, 
But there is another major 
facet of Orange County and, 
specifically, Garden Grove, 








Winter 


started in 1966 at a 
groundbreaking presided over by 
Dr. Schuller and Dr: Norman 
Vincent Peale. With the 
completion of that tower in 1968, 
the church began ‘‘New Hope” 
telephone counseling, a 24-hour 





ion coverage of Sunday 


services began in 1970 but, 


Carillon recognizes her long 
music ministry at the church. 

A specially-designed church 
organ consists of 281 ranks and 
more than 16,000 pipes, the 
second largest fully-functional 
organ in the world. 

* The church is independent but 
aids CUGM, Churches Uniting in 
Global Mission, and ISOCC, the 








1 %onaer: If abortion is OK, ° tes, At the committee hearing, Calif. It is the “Hour of Power.” ‘254 ahaha he despite this expanded access, the International School of Christian 

what would we all.have done if amendments may be Sittoauesd This holiday season, we wouire bite Roll Doesn’t Mean services continued to draw Communications. ISOCC is Giggle 

Mary had chosen that instead of on the, bill. After receiving attended a pre-Christmas service ‘ou’re Going Downhill.’ is over-capacity crowds, making among the programs housed in | 

having baby Jesus? Can some- approval from the committee, at the 91,000-square-foot Crystal arse eee ae is that, construction of the cathedral the 145,0009-square-foot Family and Am 

one out there answer this one? the pill moves to Second Read- Cathedral and heard its easibl and . hes dot necessary. Life Center, built near the during a 
Tf our Bible says homosexuali- ing on the House floor, where all “positive possibilities” pastor. possible,” and he has gone a 


ty is an abomination in the eyes 
of God and it is called ‘‘sodomy”’ 
in, the Bible: Whyars there 

‘One last thing: Since our coun- 
try was built.on religious free- 
dom, why can’t our children say 
a prayer in school? 

Please help me understand 
these things or maybe someone 
in Granite City knows the 


answers. 
* SHIRLEY TRAVIS 
F Granite City 


Parents must 


set priorities 


TO THE EDITOR: 
To parents out there cele 
children in the Granite City an 





members may offer amend- 
ments. 
ammeridment” stage of a “bi Nita 
Mr. Daniels would be abolishing 
along with the rights of all 
House members to offer floor 
amendments. With the input of 
House members quashed, that 
means the views of the people 
we represent will not be heard. 
Mr. Daniels has stated that he 
wants to prevent huge amend- 
ments containing thousands of 
pages from appearing on mem- 
bers’ desks at the last minute. 
But, he will have the power to 
prevent that from happening 
since the speaker has control 
over the flow of legislation. He 
doesn’t have to step on the 
rights of every single House 
member in the process. 


‘The Rev. Dr. Robert Schuller 
established the ministry in 1955 


by conducting. arene aneatsr. 
Twenty families attended on 
March 27 that year, contributing 
$83.75. 

Today, there is a structure 
containing more than 10,000 
two-by-six-foot windows. And his 
live, hour-long weekly televised 
services span the world, seen by 
nearly a billion persons. 

He preaches, teaches and 
writes not only about the Bible 
but also about his “can do’’ 

hilosophy. At 68, he remains 

highly motivated and energetic. 

His books include ‘‘Life 
Changers,” ‘‘How to Be an 
Extraordinary Person in an 
Ordinary World,” “Getting 
Through the Going-Through 








by tend toward proving it. 

en he was a young 
seminary graduate, he and his _ 
Jeave their parish in Chicago 
and journey to-southern 
California. He had a second-hand 
organ and $500 but no worship 
site for the proposed Garden 
Grove Community Church. 

After being turned down by a 
school, a mortuary, a fraternal 
lodge and six other possible 
Jocations, he began preaching at 
the drive-in theater. Two years 
later, the church built a small 
chapel and he spoke at both 
sites. 

‘A large sanctuary was built at 
the present campus in 1961, That 
building has been used as 2 
meeting place since the current 
128-foot-tall glass and steel 


Shaped like a star, the 
cathedral, designed by Architect 
Philip Johnson, was completed 
dadidahes OPM ade v 
viewers. 

It holds 2,890 persons in 
opera-style seats, and the choir 
loft and chancel areas have 
room for another 1,000 persons. 

The cathedral was built to 
‘withstand an earthquake of 8.0 
on the Richter scale, a wise plan 
in view of the large number of 
quakes in that area. One 
occurred the night after we flew. 
east from Los Angeles. 

Twelve fountains run the 
length of the center aisle and 
represent Jesus’ 12 apostles. 

A 236-foot-tall prayer spire of 
mirrored stainless-steel panels 
was built in 1990. 

At the base of the spire is a 


cathedral in 1990. 
The cathedral is the site of 
frequent performances of “The 


any RAGA the UAT 
States, and ‘The Glory of 
Easter,” rivaling in its size and 
‘scope the Oberammergau, 
Germany, Passion Play. 

On the grounds in Garden 
Grove is the Good Shepherd, a 
life-size-bronze statue of Jesus. 

Near it is a marble statue of 
Job, surrounded by such 
Scripture verses as: 

“or I know that my 
redeemer lives.’’ 

And, ‘The Lord gave and the 
Lord taketh away. Blessed be 
the name of the Lord.” 

Dr. Schuller’s favorite 
non-Bible quotation is from W.H. 
Murray: 

“Whatever you can do or 


Madison school districts: embealking. with incumbent — Stage,” “Power to Grow Beyond pcatnorey was dedicated on Sept.  gomed prayer chapel with 33 dream you can, begin it. : 
Madison was my home for House members on the legisla- Yourself, ‘Dump Your Hang in adjacent ‘Tower of Hope, vertical marble columns, one for Boldness has genius, power, and 


nine and a half years. 1 recently 
moved back to my hometown, 
Granite City 

] didn’t move because of my 
neighborhood; I dearly loved my 
neighbors. I moved because I, as 
a single parent, had too much 
property to take care of. 

It was not an easy decision. 
Now, I have a house I can take 
care of and spend time with my 
children, too. 

J found out we have wonderful 


tive process, there are numerous 
examples of important pieces of 
legislation that have been adopt- 
ed during the floor amendment 
stage, such as the state budget. 


Ups Without Dumping Them on 
Others”’ and ‘‘Just Because 


topped by a 90-foot cross, was 


each year of Christ's life. 
A 52-bell Arvella Schuller 


magic in it.”” 


wai denier - A New Year’s Day party fora worthy cause 


input that all members have a 
right to give during the Second 
Reading of-a bill. And apparent- 
ly, Mr. Daniels wants to take 
that away from us. 

No other speaker, Democrat gr 
Republican, has instituted rules 


Folklore has it, among those of 
Germanic background, that 
eating herring at New Year's 
will guarantee good luck in the 
new year. Tradition among 
southerners prescribes Hoppin’ 








donor. Following her tour of the 
hospital, Vicki asked that the 
page be dedicated to the patrons 
of Vanzo’s. If Rich Schmidt has 
his way, and if the patrons are 
as generous this year as they 


and I have considered New 
Year’s Eve to be Amateur 
Night, so. I suspect it isn’t going 
to our night to howl. But we 
will be out and among 'em New 
Year's Day at Vanzo’s and with 


tei ens or oth school districts. that infringe on the rights. of John on New Year's Day, for the Carol were last year, there’ll be permission from the guys and 
If your child should develop a every single member of the same result. 3 another page in the book, this Vicki, I’d like to issue an % 
bad attitude, a negative outlook House. Clarkin time dedicated to Vicki. Only invitation. Y’all come, too! Just 


or just plain old prejudices — 
what are you doing as a parent 
to help your child in this learned 
behavior? S 

Let’s quit blaming our school 
systems. Ifa child is not taught 
respect at home, how can he 
show it? Hey, parent, what you 
don’t owe your child are a car, a 
bank account and ‘an expensive 
Christmas. 

‘But, what you as a parent owe 
your child is'the value of respect 
for self and others, so that this 
child may have the right to a 
decent life 

‘This can help him or her cope 
more easily with. the pressures 
in this life, instead.of drugs help- 
ing him or her to cope. 

: ROSIE GRIFFITH 
Granite City 


Americans want 


Yes, voters wanted change.. 
But, I do not believe that the 
change they wanted included sti- 
fling input and reducing their 


representation. 
STEVE DAVIS 
State Representative-elect 
House District 111 


Costello helped 
get bridge funds 


TO THE EDITOR: 

Please recognize the efforts of 
Congressman Jerry Costello in 
acquiring the recent funding 
from the state of Illinois to pro- 
ceed on a project of great impor- 
tance to the metro East, the 
McKinley Bridge in Venice. 

The project had been stunted 
for years while the bridge con- 
tinued to deteriorate. Congress- 






















real change... 


TO THE EDITOR 

The calling of 4 special lame 
_duck session, of Congress by 
President Bill Clinton should be 
taken seriously by every Ameri- 











critical in developing a strat 
obtain the final eeanding ioe 


players 
required to.make his strategy 


Well, I’ve never met-a herring, 
served in any way you could 
name, that I haven't hated and 
black-eyed peas isn’t high on my 
list of favorite foods, either. 


A suggestion for those of you 
who feel the same way. How 
about a little down home simple 
stuff, like ham and beans and 
home-made white cornbread, as 
prepared by chef-for-a-day Bill 

‘eith — and for free! Where, 
you ask? Right down on Main 
Street, at Vanzo’s in 
Edwardsville. From 12 noon 
until 7 p.m. Drinks are not on 
the house, but there is a 
good-luck guarantee, if not for 
the guests, at least for a bunch 
of kids for whose benefit the 
party is being held. 


Last year’s New Year’s Day 
ial party at Vanzo’s was the 
of what a group of area 
Shriners say they hope will 
in large part to Vicki Yanzo 
Stassi. Several of the guys 
courage to ask 








raise x 
Shriners Hospital for Cri = 
Children. Namely, that because 










as she is pretty, agreed 
immediately and even the 
fellows involved were surprised 
at its success. They collected 
more than $600 in tips in a 
matter of seven hours. 

Last year’s formula worked so 
well-that this year’s party is 
planned.along the same lines 
and with the same personnel. 

In addition to chef Bill, 










bartenders will be Rich Schmidt, 





Bob Rizzi, and Wayne Schrage. 
There will be live music, 
although the planners at this 
moment.are unsure exactly 
which Shrine musicai sroup will 
provide it. Food is on house, 
you pay for drinks — and 
teetotalers are welcome, too — 
soft drinks, tea and coffee will 
be on tap as well as liquor. 
‘Anyone who has ever visited 
in St-— 

















fitting. 


For a number of years, Ed 


be lavish when you tip. 

‘And, not just incidentally, 
have a‘happy (and safe) New 
Year. 









Granite City 
Press-Recornd - 






Local Office: 

1815 Delmar 

Granite City, IL 62040 
(618) 876-2000 
1-800-766-FAST 
Corporate Office: 

4714 Deer Tracks Trail 
St. Louis, Missouri 63131 
(314) 821-1410 





Published weekly by Suburban Newspapers of Greater St. Louis, Inc. 
General manager Larry Johnson | 
. Advertising manager Douglas Garbs 
Executive managing editor Scott Queen 
5 City editor Bob Slate 
Sports editor Tony Panozzo 
Circulation manager Paul Powell 





‘Suburban Newspapers of Greater St. Louis 


A Journal Register Company 
Pp Dorr titer ~~ 








young patients: 


iy one. Vicki 


Vice president. 


resident 
of marketing.-......+.. Manin Naftolin North & St. Charles 


Production director. .. Thomas J. Sewall 


General managers: 


South, Jefferson Go. 
& West - 


Minois - 




































work. Without their cooperation, 
the hunt for funding — 


ing. > 

r thank Congressman Costello 

for his- dedication to this project 
- aad his Congressional 


she wasn’t planning to open the 
would be ar before evening, she allow. 
“them to use the premises until 7, 
they’d provide and serve food 
and tend bar, s 








can. Se Am "s 1 2 
The voters swept Democrats erica's Best Community Newspapers: 
out..of office not because they 
are infatuated with Republicans _ 
_but because they want real 
change. We jericans do not 
want a lame ducl 


sk to 
the 1 
Se oa ie te gape ere 








S The Granite City Press-Record is i 
reece ity is a pal mn weekly apy 


: ; istribut ari 

Thureday. Subscriber rates are G mopins, $7.80 and 12, months, $15 

Mail subscriptions are available for 6 menths, $20.00 and 12 months $33, 

Military subscriptions are 6 months, $12.00 Z : 
Second Class postage paid at 







Granite City Press-Record, December 29, 1994—5A 


























ar in photographs 
r A look back at photos 
that made the news 










faith cates i GOR TSATE All smiles = Edna Chandler delighted in 

holding Pusshoots, a stray cat found in Cahokia, 
during a Pet Therapy session in March at Colonial 
Care Center. The event was sponsored by the 
Madison County Humane Society. 


Captured — Granite City police officers Craig Knight and 
Ray Takmajian handcuff a suspect June 9 during a raid at the 
Granite City Lodge. y 
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iB i Giggles — Parkview Elementary School kindergarten students Anna Green, 
aie and amber Millet were delighted and a little frightened by a lion that took the stage 
e during a puppet show in February. 
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e) New Eclipse — The May 10 solar eclipse brought out 


Harper, a student in Mary Morgan’s fifth grade clas 
through-special glasses provided by the St. Louis 






the scientist in residents throughout the area. Jessica 


5 at Parkview Elementary School, views the eclipse i ‘ 
Science Center while her mother, Connie, assists. Battle — Firefighters Art Asadorian, kneeling, and Charlie Bernaix battle the fire 
and the temperature“ (8 degrees) during the Jan. 7 fire. 
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' Letters to the editor 





Most would 
rather give help 


TO THE EDITOR: |. 

During the last few months, I 
have had the privilege to work 
with some very concerned peo- 
ple in preparing food baskets for 
Christmas 

This is the third year I have 
had this opportunity. Last year, 
we put together 50 or more bas- 
kets; this year, we did more 
than 70. 

J don’t know how much longer 
we can continue to meet the 
increasing demand for what we 
do, but I do believe the demand 
will increase until something or 
someone changes the way things 
are done. 

One of the main points that 
must be expressed is that most 
of the people on the receiving 
end of this program, and many 
others that I have heard about, 
not only do not wish to be in the 
position they are in but want to 
know how they can help others. 

Please, think of this when you 
are asked to donate. Most of 
these people are needy — not 
greedy — and most of these 
want to help others and not be 
receiving the help. 

To those of you who have 
» helped others, God bless you and 
thank you. I’ feel sorry for you 
who have not heard or seen. the 
joy of those receiving the things 
we take for granted. 

MARVIN RIBBING 
Pontoon Beach 


Bible at odds 
with actions 


TO THE EDITOR: 

Y always read your “to the 
editor” column. It is right before 
Christmas and T have a question 
or two. 

I wonder: If abortion is OK, 
what would we all have done if 
Mary had chosen that instead of 
havirig baby Jesus? Can -some- 
one out there answer this one? 

If our Bible says homosexuali- 
ty is an abomination in the eyes 
of God and it is called ‘‘sodomy” 
in, the_.Rible-. Why thera 

One last thing: Since our coun- 
try was built on religious free- 
dom, why can’t our children say 
a prayer in school? 

Please help me understand 
these things or maybe someone 
in Granite City knows the 
answers. 


SHIRLEY TRAVIS 
Granite City 


Parents must 


set priorities 


TO THE EDITOR: 

To parents out there raising 
children in the Granite City and 
Madison school districts: 

Madison was my home for 
nine and a half years. I recently 
moved back to my hometown, 
Granite City. 

I didn’t move because of my 
neighborhood; I dearly loved my 
neighbors. T moved because I, as 
a single parent, had too much 
property to take care of. 

It was not an easy decision 
Now, I have a house I can take 
care of and spend time with my 
children, too. 

I found out we have wonderful 
teachers in both school districts 
If your child should develop a 
bad attitude, a negative outlook 
or just plain old prejudices — 

what are you.doing as a parent 

to help your child in this léarned 
behavior? 
. Let’s quit blaming our school 
Systems. If a child is not taught 
respect at home, how can he 
show it? Hey, parent, what you 
don’t owe your child are a car, a 
bank account and an expensive 
Christmas. . 

But, what you as a parent owe 
your child is the value of respect 
for self and others, so. that this 
child may have the right to a 
decent life. 

‘This can help him or her cope 
more easily with the pressures 
in this life, instead of drugs help- 
ing him or her. to cope: 

ROSIS GRIFFITH 
Granite City 


Americans want 


Passing the General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT) and its disastrous World 
Trade Organization, which con- 
tains about 22,000 pages, could 
be a disaster. If anyone thinks 
such agreements can help labor 
or farmers, we only need to look 
at hog prices since we saw Con- 
gress pass the NAFTA agree- 
yment. Hogs are at the lowest 
price in more than 20 years, 
while labor has seen high-paying 
jobs leave by the thousands. The 
only things we ever-get is prom- 
ises and no guarantees. 

The finest thing they can do 
when they arrive in Washington 
is to adjourn and leave town 
with some semblance of dignity. 

ERWIN WEIN 
Glen Carbon 


...-But not this 
much change 


TO THE EDITOR: 

Many political pundits have 
said the voters in the 1994 elec- 
tion are still wanting change. 
But the change that may come 
about is not the change that I 
believe the people of this area, 
or the residents of this state, 
want, 

Shortly after the election, news 
reports surfaced of the changes 
that Speaker-elect Lee Daniels 
wants to make in the operation 
of the Illinois House. But, one of 
those changes will have a nega- 

* tive impact on all House mem- 
bers and the people they repre- 
sent. 

Mr. Daniels wants to abolish 
consideration of amendments on 
the House floor and let commit- 
tees handle those amendments. 
It doesn’t really sound like a big 
deal, but a closer look will tell 
you how harmful this move 

could be to the. legislative pro- 
res 

Historically, a bill is intro- 
duced and assigned to a commit- 
tee. At the committee hearing, 
amendments may. be introduced 
on the bill. After receiving 
approval from the committee, 
the bill moves to Second Read- 
ing on the House floor, where all 
members may offer amnrend- 
ments, 
aliendment stage or a ‘bin ine. 
Mr. Daniels would be abolishin, 
along with the rights of a 
House members to offer floor 
amendments. With the input of 
House members quashed, that 
means the views of the people 
we represent will not be heard. 

Mr. Daniels has stated that he 
wants to prevent huge amend- 
ments containing thousands of 
pages from appearing on mem- 
bers’ desks at the last minute. 
But, he’ will have the power to 
prevent that from _ happenin: 
since the speaker has contro! 
over the flow of. legislation. He 
doesn’t have to step on the 
rights. of every single House 
member in the process. 

In talking with incumbent 
House. members .on the legisla- 
tive process, there are numerous 
examples of important pieces of 
legislation: that have been adopt- 
ed during the floor amendment 
stage, such as the state budget. 

But, most important is the 
input that all members have a 
right to give during the Second 
Reading of a bill. And apparent- 
ly, Mr. Daniels wants to take 
that away from us. 

No other speaker, Democrat or 
Republican, has instituted rules 
that infringe: on the rights of 
every single member, of the 
House. 

Yes, voters wanted change 
But, I do: not believe that the 
change they wanted ifcluded sti- 
fling mput and reducing their 
representation. 





STEVE DAVIS 
State Representative-elect 
House District 111 


Costello helped 
get bridge funds 


TO THE EDITOR: 
Please recognize the efforts of 
“Congressman Jerry Costello in 
acquiring the recent funding 
from the state of Illinois to pro- 
ceed on a project of great impor- 
tance to-the metro East, the 






























£AND | THOUGHT 
POWSE UNS 








Orange County’s positive pastor 


When you hear of Orange 
County these days, it brings to 
mind the prosperous county’s 
winter of discontent, a 
$1.5-billion-debt bankruptcy 
problem attributed to poor 
governmental investments, 

But there is another major 
facet of Orange County and, 
specifically, Garden Grove, 
Calif. It is the ‘‘Hour of Power.”” 

This holiday season, we 
attended a pre-Christmas service 
at the 91,000-square-foot Crystal 
Cathedral and heard its 
“positive possibilities’? pastor. 

‘The Rev. Dr. Robert Schuller 
established the ministry in 1955 
by conducting oitreeneandater. 
Twenty families attended on 
March 27 that year, contributing 


$83.75. 

Today, there is a structure 
containing more than 10,000 
two-by-six-foot windows. And his 
live, hour-long weekly televised 
services span the world, seen by 
nearly a billion persons. 

He preaches, teaches and 
writes not only about the Bible 
but also about his ‘‘can do’’ 
philosophy. At 68, he remains 
highly motivated and energetic. 

His books include “Life 
Changers,” ‘“How to Be an 
Extraordinary Person in an 
Ordinary World,” ‘Getting 
Through the Going-Through 
Stage,” “Power to Grow Beyond 
Yourself,”’:‘“Dump Your Hang 
Ups Without Dumping Them on 
Others” and ‘‘Just Because 








Bill 
Winter 


You’re on a Roll Doesn’t Mean 
You’re Going Downhill.” 
His recurring theme is that, 
“with God, all things are ~ 
ossible,”” and he has gone a 
long, way toward proving it. 
When he was a young 





California. He had a second-hand 
organ and $500 but no worship 
site for the proposed Garden 
Grove Community Church. 

After being turned down by a 
school, a mortuary, a fraternal 
lodge and six other possible 
locations, he began preaching at 
the drive-in theater. Two years 
later, the church built a small 
chapel and he spoke at both 
sites 

A large sanctuary was built at 
the present campus in 1961. That 
building has been used as 2 
meeting place since the current 
128-foot-tall glass and steel 
cathedral was dedicated on Sept. 
14, 1980. 

‘An adjacent Tower of Hope, 
topped by a 90-foot cross, was 


started in 1966 at a 
groundbreaking presided over by 
Dr. Schuller and Dr. Norman 
Vincent Peale. With the 
completion of that.tower in 1968, 
the church began ‘‘New Hope”’ 
telephone counseling, a 24hour 
ministry. 

Television coverage of Sunday 
services began in 1970 but, 
despite this expanded access, the 
services continued to draw 
over-capacity crowds, making 
construction of the cathedral 
necessary. 

Shaped like a star, the 
cathedral, designed by Architect 
Philip Johnson,"was completed 
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viewers. 

It holds 2,890 persons in 
opera-style seats, and the choir 
loft-and chancel areas haye 
room for another 1,000 persons. 

The cathedral was built to 
‘withstand an earthquake of 8.0 
on the Richter scale, a wise plan 
in view of the large number of 
quakes in that area: One 
occurred the night after we flew 
east from Los Angeles. 

Twelve fountains run the 
length of the center aisle and 
represent Jesus’ 12 apostles: 

A 236-foot-tall prayer spire of 
mirrored stainless-steel panels 
was built in 1990. 

At the base’of the spire isa 
domed prayer chapel with 33 
vertical marble columns, one for 
each year of Christ’s life. 

A 52-bell Arvella Schuller 





Carillon recognizes her long 
music ministry at the church. 

A specially-designed church 
organ consists of 281 ranks and 
more than 16,000 pipes, the 
second largest fully-functional 
organ in the world. 

‘The church is independent but 
aids CUGM, Churches Uniting in 
Global Mission, and ISOCC. the 
International School of Christian 
Communications. ISOCC is 
among the programs housed in 
the 145,0009-square-foot Family 
Life Center, built near the 
cathedral in 1990. 

The cathedral is the site of 
frequent, performances of The | 

2] *bristmas.”? rans! 
SHARE Hat the United 
States, and “The Glory of 
Easter,’’ rivaling in its size and 
scope the Oberammergau, 
Germany, Passion Play. 

On the grounds in Garden 
Grove is the Good Shepherd, a 
life-size bronze statue of Jesus. 

Near it is a marble statue of 
Job, surrounded by such 
Scripture verses as: 

“For I know that my 
redeemer lives.” 

And, “The Lord gave and the 
Lord taketh away. Blessed be 
the name of the Lord.” 

Dr. Schuller’s favorite 
non-Bible quotation is from W.H 
Murray: 

‘Whatever you can do or 
dream you can, begin it. 
Boldness has genius, power, and 
magic in it.” 


A New Year’s Day party for a worthy cause 


Folklore has it, among those of 
Germanic background, that 
eating herring at New Year’s 
will guarantee good luck in the 
new year. Tradition among z 
southerners prescribes Hoppin’ 
John on New Year’s Day, for the 
same result. 


Well, I’ve never met a herring, 
served in any way you could 
name, that I haven’t hated and 
black-eyed peas isn’t high on my 
list of favorite foods, either. 


A suggestion for those of you 
who feel the same way. How 
about a little down home simple 
stuff, like ham and beans and 
home-made white cornbread, as 
prepared by chef-for-a-day Bill 
Keith — and for free! % 
you ask? Right down on Main 
Street, at Vanzo’s in 
Edwardsville. From 12 noon 
until 7 p.m. Drinks are zof on 
the house, but there is a 

‘ood-luck guarantee, if not for 

¢ guests, at least for a bunch 
of kids for whose benefit the 
party is being held. 





McKinley Bridge in Venice. ~ 
The project had been stunted 
for years while the bridge con- 
tinued -to deteriorate. Congress- 
man- Costello's involvement was 










“Last year’s New Year’s Day 


special party at Vanzo’s was the + 


of what a group of area 
Shriners say they hope will 





real change... 


. TO THE EDITOR: oe 
The calling of a special 

duck session of Congress by 
President Bill Clinton should be 
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but because they want real 
change.. We Americans do not 
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-vote and ey ne nd 
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taken seriously by every Ameri-_ 
The voters swept Democrats 


critical in developing a strat 
to obtain “the tual funding: 
the repairs to the,bridge- 

The series of meetings called 
by the congressman were essen-- 
tial in Bringing about the’ players 
required to make his strategy 
work. Without their cooperation, 
the hunt for ing would be 
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for his dedicat to this project 
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as she is pretty, agreed 





donor. Following her tour of the 
hospital, Vicki asked that the 
page be dedicated to the patrons 
of Vanzo’s. If Rich Schmidt has 
his way, and if the patrons are 
as generous this year as they 
were last year, there’ll be 
another page in the book, us 
time dedicated to Vicki. Only 
fitting. 


For a number of years, Ed 








and I have considered New 
Year’s Eve to be Amateur 
Night, so I suspect it isn’t going 
to be our night to howl. But we 
will be out and among ’em New 
Year's Day at Vanzo’s and with 
permission from the guys and 
Vicki, I’d like to issue an 
invitation. Y’all come, too! Just 
be lavish when you tip. 

And, not just incidentally, 
hhave a happy (and safe) New 
Year. 
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immediately and even the 





fellows involved were surprised 
at its success. They collected 
more than $600 in tips in a 
matter of seven hours: 

Last year’s formula worked so 
well that this year’s party is 
planned along the same lines 









and with the same personnel. 

In addition to chef Bill, 
bartenders will be Rich Schmidt, 
Bob Rizzi, and Wayne Schrage. 
There will be live music, 4 
although the planners at this 
moment are unsure exactly 
which Shrine musical up will 
provide it. Food is on the house, 
you pay for drinks — and 
teetotalers are welcome, too — 
soft drinks, tea and coffee will 















be on tap as well as liquor. 
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ets Besley wORLSLATES All smiles — tdna Chandler delighted in 

; holding Pussboots, a stray cat found in Cahokia, 
Captured — Granite City police officers Craig Knight and during a Pet Therapy session in March at Colonial 

ied Ray Takmajian handcuff a suspect June 9 during a raid at the Care Center. The event was sponsored by the 
Granite City Lodge os Madison County Humane Society. 


Giggles — Parkview Elementary School kindergarten students Anna Green, left, 
and Amber Miller were delighted and a little frightened by a lion that took the stage 
during a puppet: show in February. 
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Granite City Firefighters Danny Greene, left, and Gene Mullen were covered with ice Jan. 7 while battling a blaze 
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Eclipse — thé May 10 solar eclipse brought out the scientist in residents throughout the area. Jessica 


Harper, a student in Mary Morgan’s fifth grade cass at Parkview Elementary School, views the eclipse 
through special glasses provided by the St. Louis Science Center while her mother, Connie, assists. 
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Battle’ — Firefighters Art Asadorian, kneeling, and Charlie Bernaix battle the fire 
and the temperature (8 degrees) during the Jan. 7 fire. 
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“Unsure — Heather Watkins, left, lobké skeptical as St. Elizabeth Medical Center nurse Elizabeth 
Connor shows Heather her blood. pressure during a Tender Loving Bear Care Clinic in April. 
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Obituaries. 





Carl Tucker | 


| 

Carl E. Tucker, 93, of Webster Groves, 
Mo., formerly of Venice, died at 3 a.m. 
Thursday, Dec. 15, 1994. Ho. was born 
Nov. 6, 1901, in southern Missouri. 

A rallroad employee for many yéars 
prior to his retirement, he was a member 
of the Shriners and various other organi- 
zations. He was of the Protestant faith. 

Survivors include one son and 
daughter-in-law, Dennis and Gia Tucker; 
two sisters, Lucille Martin of Pontoon 
Beach and Helen At of Virginia; nis 
friend, Frances Bergman of Webster 
Groves; four grandsons; and several 
Rephews and nieces, including Maxine 
Green, Glenna Staggs, Marilee Verdu 
and Carol Cucatti, all-of Granite City. 

He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Elsia (Witt) Tucker, his parents, William 
and Anna (Halfacre) Tucker, seven broth 
ers, Fred, Glen, Fred, Harry, Leon, Jack 
and: Donald Tucker; and one sister, Nell 
Picket 

Services were held Monday, Dec. 19, 
at Kutis Mortuary, Webster Groves. Burl- 
al was In Missouri. 


William Smith 


William Jack “Bill” Smith Sr., 57, of 
Granite City, formerly of Holladay, Tenn., 
died at 6:40’ a.m. Monday, Dec. 26, 1994, 
from_a gunshot wound he received while 
driving a truck on the Martin Luther King 
Bridge in East St. Louls. 

He was born Nov. 26, 1937, in Holla: 
day. and had been-a fesident of Granite 
City for 35 years. 

Employed with Hogan Transport tor 30 
years as a truck driver, he was previous- 
ly a driver trainer for various truck driv. 
Ing schools. 

Mr. Smith was a member of Teamsters 
Local 525 and the Masonic Lodge of 
Holladay and was an Army veteran. He 
was of the Mothodist faith. 

Survivors include his wife, Sylvia 
Smith, whom he married in 1957; one 
son, William J. Smith Jr. of Pontoon 
Boach; two daughters, Tammy M. Smiley 











of Pontoon Beach and Darla D. LeMaster 
‘of Glen Carbon; and six grandchildren. 

He was preceded in death by his par- 
ents, William C. and Beulah M. (Pierce) 
Smith. 2 

Visitation is from 9 am. to 8 p.m. 
-today, Thursday, at Thomas Memorial 
Mortuary, 2205 Pontoon Road, Granite 
City, where services are at 11 am. F 
day. Burial will be in Sunset Hill Memori- 
al Estates, Glen Carbon. 











Gladys Fowler 


Gladys G. (Gann) Fowler, 87, of Gran- 
ite City, died at 5:45 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
26, 1994, at St. Elizabeth Medical Center 
after a one-year iliness. 

She was born Jan. 5, 1907, in Lafay- 
ette, Tenn., and had been a resident of 
Granite City for 49 years. 

A homemaker, she was _a member of 
Calvary Baptist Church in Granite City. 

- Survivors include one daughter, Lessie 
Gortch of Granite City; two grandchil- 
dren; and one great-grandchild. , 

She was preceded in deatt! by her 
husband, Hoyle Fowler, who died in 
1982; and her parents, Asa C. and Mar- 
tha Rose Gann. 

Services are at 1 p.m. today, Thurs- 
day, at Werner Chapel for Funerals, 3939 
Lake Drive, Pontoon Beach, with the 
Rev. Fred Boatright officiating. Burial 
will be In Sunset Hill Memorial Estates, 
Glen Carbon 

Memorials are requested for Good 
Shepherd Methodist Church or Calvary 
Baptist Church. 


Bernard Halfhill 


Bernard D. Halthill Sr., 67, of. Granite 
Gity, formerly of Vermillion, Onio, died at 
12:12 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 28, 1994, at 
St. Elizabeth Medical Center after a five- 
month illness. 

‘Mr. Halfhill was born April 19, 1927, in 
South Heights, Pa., and had been a resi- 
dent of Vermilion for three years prior to 
moving to Granite City two years ago. 

A scarfer with Republic Stee! Compa- 
ny in Cleveland for 20 years before his 














eDrivers 


(Continued from Page 1A) 


suspension on a first offense, or 
Au Red olMiise! VHE PeMuds are 
double for minors Who refuse to 
be tested. 

Coordinator Linda K. Odle of 
the Madison County DUI Task 
Force said part of the purpose of 
Tuesday’s checkpoint was to dis- 
seminate information on the new 
law to young people, and to par- 
ents as well. 

A third of all motor vehicle 
fatalities involving drivers under 
21 are alcohol-related, she said. 

“We certainly hope that it will 
reduce the. accidents and the 
fatalities,’’ she said. “I think 
there is more awareness with 
the young people that they are 
being watched, and I hope the 
zero tolerance law will be anoth- 
er factor in that.’” 

Lt. Bill Reckman of the Illinois 
State Police said he thinks the 
Jaw will serve as a powerful 
deterrent to underage drinking 
and driving. 

“] think when the word gets 
out that with any trace of alco- 


hol they can lose their license ... 
that license is very important to 
those kids,”’ he said. 

Not everyone was as thrilled 
TWAS bata besa AlorRs 
the intent, but he’s concerned 
that some law enforcement 
agencies may abuse the law. 

He said he doesn’t like the fact 
that appeals of license suspen- 
sions under .the new law will be 
heard by the Secretary of State’s 
Office — probably in Springfield 
or Mount Vernon — rather than 
by a court of law as is the case 
with adult DUIs. 

And Evers fears that young 
drivers, who have not had much 
experience with police, may get 
scared or confused and not real- 
ize the consequences of refusing 
a sobriety test. He said asking to 
talk to a parent or a lawyer first 
is considered a refusal. 

“The biggest thing is, if a co; 
says ‘Blow,’ you better well 
blow,’ Evers said. ‘‘(Refusing to 
take the test) is worse than 
ing. If you fail, your license is 
suspended for three months. If 
you refuse, it’s suspended for six 
months.’’ 


retirement in 1977, he was of the Baptist 
faith and was a U.S. Army veteran. 

Survivors Include three sons, John C. 
Halfhill of Vermillion, Thomas R. Halfhill 
of Summeftand-Key, Fla., and Clyde A. 
Halthill of Key West, Fla; two daughters, 
Patricia L. Swedwk of Old Brooklyn, 
Ohio, and Dorothy M. King of Granite 
City;’ two stepdaughters, Shirley Barnes- 
Neiding of Charlotte, .N.C., and Beverly 
Dean of Cleyeland; 12 grandchildren; and 
‘one great-grandchild. 

He was preceded im death by two 
sons, Bernard D: Halthill Jr. and William 
Elmer Halthill; and his parents, Elmer 
and Mary (Williams) Halfhill. 

At his request, his remains were cre- 
mated. No services will be held. Arrango- 
ments were by Thomas Memorial Mortu- 
ary, Granite City. 








John Downs 


John A. Downs, 58, 
formerly of Dover, Tenn., died at 4:10 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 26, 1994, in the emer- 
gency room at St. Etlzabeth Medical 
Center after a sudden illness. 

He was born July 27, 1936, in Dover, 
where he had been a resident for 18 
years prior to moving to Granite City 40 
years ago. 

A produce manager with Park and 
Shop Grocery Market in Washington 
Park for 12 years, he was of the Baptist 
faith. 

* Survivors Include his wife, Frances L. 
(Haas) Downs, whom he married Sept. 
12, 1958, in East St. Louis; three sons, 
Bruce, Ronald-and Keith Downs, all of 
Granite City; one brother, Gary Downs of 
Dover, two sisters, Peggy Phipps and 
Patricia Bible, both of Dover; and two 
granddaughters. i 

He was preceded in death by his par- 
ents, Claude and Laura (Carter) Downs; 
‘one brother, Garter Downs; and one 
ter, Elizabeth Shockley, 

Services wore to be held at-10 am. 
today, Thursday, at Thomas Memorial 
Mortuary, 2205 Pontoon Road, Granite 
City. 

Memorials are requested for the Amer 
ican Heart Association. 








Mae. Gebhart 


Mae Marie (Dunn) Gebhart, 84, of 
Granite City, dicd at 5:05 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 26, 1994, at St. Elizabeth Medical 
Center after_a four-year line: 

Born Dec. 8, 1910, in Golden Pond, 
Ky., sho had been a resident of Granite 
Cily for 59 years. * 

A homemaker, she was a former mem- 
ber of Tri-City Park Tabernacle in Granite 
City. 

Survivors include two sons, Jamie and 
Troy Mohon, both of Granite City; four 
daughters, Jean Knezevich, Betty Her- 
mes and Sue Harrison, ali of Granite 
City, and Dorothy Winters of Shawnee- 











town, Ill; 18 grandchildren; and 30 great 
grandchildren. 
She was: preceded in death by her 





husband, Charles Gebhart, whom she. 
martied in 1954 In Granite City, and who 
died June 13, 1993; one son, Donny Joo 
Mohon; her parents, James and nda 
Dunn; and:seven brothers and sisters. 
Visitation is from 11:30 am. to 1 p.m. 
today, Thursday, at Thomas Memorial 














Mortuary, 2205 Pontoon Road, Granite 
City, whore services are at 1 p.m, today. 
Burial will be in Sunset Hill Memorial 


Estates, Glen Carbon. 


ee 


Mary ©. “Jackie” (Roberls) Danheiser, 
79, of Granite City, formerly of Henderson, 
Ky., died at 8:30 p.m. Tuosday, Dec. 27, 
1994, at her rosidence after a six-month 
lines. 

She was born March 14, 1915, In Hender: 
son, where she had been a resident for 22 
years prior ta moving to Granite City 47 
years ago. 

A pastry cook with Granite City Steel tor 
15 years prior to her retirement in 1977, she 
was a member of St. Elizabeth Catholic 
Church in Granite City. 

Survivors Include one son, Mark Dan- 
holser of Collinsville; three daughters, Nor- 
ma Lesko and Chery! Jones, both of Gran- 
ite City, and Tina Buckingham of 
Edwardsville; eight grandchilgren; and six 
great-grandchildren. 

‘She was preceded in death by her hus- 
band, Norman E. “Monk” Danheiser, whom 
she married June 14, 1937, 1 Henderson, 
and who died July 4, 1993; her parents, 
Thomas S. and Anna (Hagan) Roberts; ono 
sister, Margueritte Banks; and one grand- 
son. 

No visitation will be held. Her body was 
donated to St. Louis University Schoo! of 
Medicine, St. Louis. 

A memorial service is ponding at St. 
Elizabeth Catholic Church. Arrangements 














eKwanzaa 
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emphasizes families, fun and 
education. 

Today, it is celebrated by mil- 
lions of people. 

Families spend time together 
every de during Kwanzaa. They 
wear bright African-style 
clothes, eat African food and lis- 
ten to African music. 

“In many instances, the real 
heroes of the past are members 
of our own families,” Crawford 


said. 

“We need to reflect back on 
what Mama said; think about 
Grandma’s hands and what they 
did; share what Great-Grandma 
and Grandpa, Uncle Solden, 
Aunt -Eva, Cousin Leevert 
. Dowdy (all relatives of Craw- 
ford) said and did,’’ Crawford 
said. 

The seven principles of Kwan- 
zaa are: 

~ Umoja — being united or 
joined together. S 

~ Kujichagulia — being your- 





eSuspect 


(Continued from Page 1A) 







he was carrying,’ Hertz said. ‘They ran a check and saw the 
murder warrants. Had he not been involved in that incident, ie 
would still be on the loose. We’re happy he’s off the streets.”’ 

Hall attempted to hide from police in a house occupied by a 
14-year-old boy, the boy’s mother and a cousin. 

“He just busted in and started ee around,”’ said Dominic Hill, 
who was watching television when Hall ran into his Oklahoma City 
home. “‘He clos 


and looked out the windows.”” 
i he w: ‘surprised he barely had time to react. 
“T told him to get out,” he said. “I had no idea who this crazy 


the door and ran into the living room and kitchen” 


self, thinking for yoursélf; decid- 
ing what you will do and say. 

» Ujima — working together 
to help people. 

~ Ujamaa 
and wealth % 

Nia — having a reason or 
purpose for doing something; 
having a goal. 

~ Kuumba — being creative; 
making something new. 

~ Imani having faith; 
believing in people and God. 

Crawford said the principles 
help relieve the stress and hectic 
pace that often accompany 
Christmas. = 

“You don’t have to buy a pre- 
sent. You can be creative and 
make one. The sixth principle is 
Kuumba — being creative and 
making something new,” Craw- 
ford said. 


— sharing work 


Police responded to 
26,314 calls. between 
Jan. 1 and Nov. 30, 1994. 


That compares to about 
25,580 calls in the same 
period last year. 





of Granite City, 


are by Thomas Memorial Mortuary, Granite 
City, 876-4321. E 5 
Memorials are requested for the Nation- 
al Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in 
Belleville or St. Elizabeth Catholic Church. 


Lera Watson 


‘Lera M. (Waggoner) Watson, 90, of 
Granite City, formerly of Grafton, died at 
3:20 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 27, 1994, at Col- 
onnades Nursing Home, Granite City, 
after being ill for several years. 

She was born May 28, 1904, in.Gratton 
and had been a resident of Granite City 
for 55 years. 

An office Glork with Illinois Power 
Company in Grafton for several years, 
she was of the Methodist falth. 

She was a 50-year member of New 
Hope Chapter 432 pf the Order of the 
Eastern Star, and a member of the Royal 
Neighbors of America and the White 
Shrine of Jerusalem. 

Survivors include one son, Charles 
Watson of Newburg, Mo.; one daughter, 
Mary Jane Biggs of Glen Carbon; seven 
grandchildren; 11 great-grandchildren; 
two great-great-grandchildren; and sever- 
al grandchildren and great-grandchildren 
by marriage. 

She was preceded in death by her 
husband, Royden F. Watson; her par 
ents, Jasper P. and Effie (Lane) Waggon- 
er, one sister, Thelma Lock; and three 
brothers, Raymond, Oren and Leslic 
Waggoner. 

Services are at 


11:30 a.m. today, 


Thursday, at Irwin Chapel, 3960 Maryville 
Road, Granite City, with the Rev. Cecil 
Cook officiating. Burial will be in Scenic 
Hill Cemetery, Grafton. 

Memorials are requested for the Shrin- 
ere’ Hospital for Crippled Children. 





Carol Matyas 


Carol L. (Ringer) Matyas, 60, of Pon: 
toon Beach, died at 8:38 a.m, Friday, 
Dec. 23, 1934, at St. Elizabeth Medical 
Center after a sudden illness 

She was born July 21, 1934, and nad 
been a lifelong resident. of the Pontoon’ 
Beach area. 

A homemaker, she was of the Protes- 
tant faith 

Survivors include her husband, Thom 
as F. Matyas, whom she married in 1955; 
tive sons, Larry Matyas of Oklahoma 
City, Roger Matyas of Mount Vernon and 
Scoit, Andrew and James Matyas, all of 
Pontoon Beach; one brother of North 
Carolina; one sister, Evelyn Stephens of 
great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded In death by one 
son, Shayne Matyas, who died in 1987; 
her parents, James Harvey Ringer and 
Opal (Hamilton) Ringer, and one grand: 
son. 

Services were held Tuesday at Werner 
Chapel tor Funerals, Pontoon Beach, 
with the Rev. Gus Faller officiating. Buri- 
al was in Salem Evangelical Cemetery, 
Livingston, Hil 


Jack Robertson 


Jack Robertson, 63, of Englewood, 
Colo., formerly of Granite City, died Friday, 
Dec. 23, 1994, in Englewood. 

He was born Feb. 8, 1925, in Granite 
City, where he had been a longtime resi- 
dont. 

Survivors include his wife, Betty Rob- 
ertson; one brother and sister-in-law, Don- 
ald and Helen Robertson of Granite City; 
and several nephows, nieces, great: 
nephews and great-nieces. 

Mr. Robertson was cremated. A momo: 











rial service .will be held at Sunset Hill 
Memorial Estates, Glen Carbon, at a later 
date. 


Margaret Wright 


Margaret Wright, 84, of Madison, died 
Sunday, Dec. 25, 1994. 

She was born July 12, 1810, In Amory, 
Miss. 

Survivors include two sons, Ollie Wright 
Jr. and William D. Wright; two daughters, 
Mabie Lee Johnson and Alice Wright 
Dumas; 39 grandchildren; 30 great-grand- 
children; and four great-great-grandchil- 
dren. 

Visitation is from 4 to 8 p.m. Friday at 
Officer Funeral Home, 2114 Missouri Ave., 
East St. Louis. 

Services aré at 10 am. Saturday at 
Southern Missionary Baptist Church, 921 
Bissell, Madison, with the Rev. Edward 
Willlamson officiating. Burial will be in 
Sunset Gardens of Memory, Millstadt. 


Leona Singleton 


Leona (Harris) Singleton, 84, of Madison, 
died Tuesday, Dec. 20, 1994. 

She was born Oct. 30, 1910, in Twist, 
Ark. 

Survivors include one'son, James David 
Compton; five daughters, Armeka_Terrell, 
Birdie Smith, Inez Bennett, Jewel Franklin 
and Ruthie Lee Compton; .21 grandchil- 
dren; and 25 great-prandchildren. 

Services were held Wednesday, Doc. 28, 
at Friendship Baptist Church, Madison, 
with the Rev. Lawrence Nash officiating. 
Burial was in Sunset Gardens of Memory, 
Millstadt, 

Arrangements were by Officer Funeral 
Home, East St. Louls. 


Mildred Sharleville 


Mildred E. (Ashbaugh) Townsend Shar- 
leville, 76, of Puxico,Mo., formerly of 
Granite City, died Tuesday, Dec. 27, 1994, 
at Lucy Lee Hospital, Poplar Bluff, Mo. 

She was born April 1, 1918, in Puxico, 
where she had been a resident for most of 
her life. 

Mrs. Sharleville was a member of. Life 
Chapel Church in Puxico. 

Survivors include one son, John McDon- 
ald Townsend of Orange, Callf.; two daugh- 
ters, Doris Ann Leslie of Puxico. and Donna 
Ruth Reining of Mesa, Ariz; one sister, 
Nellie Ruth Smith of Puxico; 15 grandchil- 
dren; and 18 great-grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by her first 
husband, Delbert Townsend, whom she 
married in 1936; her second husband, 
Albert. Sharleville, whom she married in 
4968, and who died in 1977; one daughter 
Sharon Marie Holem; her parents, Charles 
Ashbaugh Sr. and Sara Allison Ashbaugh; 
two brothers, Charles Ashbaugh Jr. and 
George Ashbaugh; and one sister, Juanita 
White. 

Visitation begins at 7 p.m. today, Thurs. 
day, at Watkins and Sons Funeral Home, 
301 Hickman St., Puxico, where services 
are at 1 p.m. Friday with the Rev. Wiley 
McGhee officiating. Burial will be in Puxico 
Cemetery, Puxico. 


John Grodzicki 


John Joseph Grodzicki Sr., 83, of Granite 
Gity, formerly of Collinsville and Spring: 
field, Ill, died _at 10:15 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
26, 1994, at Colonnades Nursing Home, 
Granite City. He was born Feb. 6, 1911, in 
East St. Louis. 

A genoral foreman with Granite City 
Steol prior to his retirement, ne attended 
Mother of Perpetual Help Catholic Church 
in Maryville, was a member of the Polish 
American Alliance and Collinsville Senior 
EUNGOS BI? BEM ABAMRONof- Moone 

Survivors include his wife, Henrietta L. 
(Ohlendort) Jenkins Grodzicki; four sons, 
Joe Grodzicki of Collinsville, John Grod- 
zicki of Lenexa, Kan., and Robert and 
Richard Grodzicki, both of Troy; one step 
son, David Jenkins of Caseyville; one step- 
daughter, Barbara Domnick of. St, Louis; 
one brother, Andy Grodzicki of Fairviow 
Heights; one sister, Mary Wojnowskl of. 
Aurora, Mo.; 10 grandchildren; eight step- 
grandchildren; two -great-grandchildren 
and 11 stepgreat-grandchildren. 

Ho was preceded in death by his first 
wile, Helen Grodzicki; his parents, Joset 
and ‘Justyna (Maziarz) Grodzickl; and two 
sisters, Bernice Wojnowski and Helen 
Mazurek. 

Visitation is trom 4 to 8 p.m. today, 
Thursday, at Herr Funeral Home, 501 W. 
Main St., Collinsville. 

Services are al 10 a.m. Friday at Mother 
of Perpetual, Help Catholic Church, 200 N. 
Lange Ave.,. Maryville, with the Rev. Jack 
Quilligan officiating. Burial will be in Black 
Memorial Estates, Glen Carbon, at a lat- 
er date. 














Maurine Anthony~ 


Maurine &. (Forcade) Anthony, 83, ‘of 
Edwardsville, formerly of Granite Cityydied 
at 1:45 p.m. Monday, Dec. 28, 199%; ‘at 
Madison County Nursing Home, Edwerds- 
ville. wig 

She was born Jan. 7,1911, in Mascoutan 
and had resided at the Madison County 
Nursing Home for eight years. 

‘A homemaker, she was a member O&St. 
Pater’s United Church of Christ, Granite 
City, and New Hope Chapter 432 of the 
Order of the Eastern Star, where she was a 
past matron. i 

Survivors Include one daughter and son- 
in-law, Janet and Jim Fuhrman of Collins- 
ville; two grandchildren; and one great- 
grandchild. 4 2 

‘She was preceded in death by her,tus- 
band, Leo Anthony, who died Dec. 10,4994; 
one son, Richard Anthony; her parents, 
Daniel and Hulda (Steinkamp) Forcade;, 
and one brother, Lester Forcade, who died 
in June 1993. 

Services were to be held at 10-a.m. 
today, Thursday, at Irwin Chapel, "3960 
Maryville Road, Granite City, with the Rev. 
Rose Hermonat officiating, and burial -in 
Mascoutah City Cemetery, Mascoutatr.: 

Memorials aro requested for St. Peter's 
United Church of Christ or the Madison 
County Nursing Home. 


Myrtle Mitchell 


Myrtle R. (Holman)-Mitchell, 75, of Fair- 
mont City, died at 6:15 p.m. Monday, Dec. 
26, 1994, at Anderson Hospital, Maryville. 
She was born April 24, 1919, In Pinckney- 
ville, Ml. ' 
Survivors Include her husband, Walter 
James Mitchell; threo sons, Leonard Mitch- 
elt of Collinsville, Larry Mitchell of Granite 
City and Robert Mitchell of Fairmont City; 
eight daughters, Shirley Maynard and Ros- 
alie Crowder, both of Fairmont City, Betty 
Gergen of East St. Louis, Roberta Shelton 
of Okawville, Norma DeMoss of Lebanon, 
Linda Easloy of Belleville, Brenda Hunter 
of Whitehouse, Tenn., and Pam Malors.of 
Godfrey; 31 grandchildren; and 26 great 
grandchildren : 
‘She was preceded in death by her:par- 
ents, Edward: and Rosie Bell (Brown);:HOl- 
man; two brothers, Lawrence and Arthur 
Holman; and one sister, Nellie Smith- 
Visitation Is from 1 to 3 p.m. today, 
Thursday, at Kassly Colonial Mortuary, 
9900 St. Clair Ave., Fairview Heights, where 
services are at 3 p.m. today with the-Rev. 
Larry Crowder officiating. 


Wava Bates 


Wava Marie (Paul) Bates, 56, of Granite 
City, formerly of Steubenvillo, Ohio, died at 
3:30 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 28, 1994, at-her 
residence after an eight-month iliness. 

‘She was born Aug. 23, 1938, In Steuben- 
ville and had been a resident of Granite 
City for 15 years. 

A secretary with Provident Counseling 
formany years, she was of the Catholic 
faith. 

Survivors include her husband, Joseph 
F. Bates, whom she married Doc. 31, 1979, 
three sons, Josoph Ver Straten of Steuben- 
ville, John Ver Straten of Farmington, N.M., 
and William Ver Straten of Jacksonville 
Fla.; ong daughter, Wava Hood of Madison; 
her mother, Wava Takach of Granite. Clty; 
two brothers, William and Fay Paul, both of 
Granite City; five grandchildren; and one 
*gregt-grandchild. 

‘Sho was preceded'in death by her father, 
William Paul; and one brother, David Paul. 

Visitation is from 7 to 9 p.m. Friday ‘at 
Thomas Memorial Mortuary, 2205 Pontoon 
Road, Granite City, where services are ‘at 


Siticiating. Burial will be In Mount Carmel 
Cemetery, Bollovillo. 


Helen Annis 


Holen V. (Wojcik) Annis, 79, of Granite 
City, formerly of Madison, died at 4:10 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 1994, at St. Elizabeth 
Medical ‘Conter after a six-month illnggs. 
She was born Aug. 27, 1915, in-St. 
Genevieve, Mo. : 
‘A cook with Mallinckrodt Corp. for 30 
years; she was a member of St. Mary's 
Catholic Church in Madison = 
Survivors Include one son, Robert“Rup- 
precht of Madison; one daughter, JoAnn 
Lance of Madison; six grandchildren; and 
five great-grandehildron. ‘ 
Sho was praceded in death by her,hus- 
band, Edward M. Annis, who died June.4, 
1979; her paronts, Anthony and Josephine 
(Sombrida) Wojcik; one brother, Stanley 
Wojcik; and one sister, Bernice Lusk. 
No services will be held. At Mrs. Annis’ 
request, her remains were cremated. 
Arrangements were by Lahey-Sedlack 
Funeral Home, Madison. 























Funeral summary 





Area deaths reported in this 
week's Sunday and Wednesday 
newspapers include: 


BOGOVICH, Ruth E. (Ellis), 
69, of Granite City, died at 5:10 
a.m. Sunday, Dec. 25, 1994, at 
her residence. Services were 
held Wednesday at Irwin Chapel, 
Granite City, by the Rev. Bob 
Miner. Burial was in Sunset Hill 
Memorial Estates, Glen Carbon. 
Memorials to the Hospice of 
Madison County. ‘ 


KULESZA, Stefan, 72, of Gran- 
ite City, died Sunday, Dec. 25, 
1994, at St. Louis University 
Medical Center, St. Louis. Pri- 
vate family services and burial 
were held Tuesday: Memorials 
to the Kulesza family, P.O. Box 
219, Granite City, Ill., 62040. ~~ 


MCGARRAHAN, Helen T. 
(Butler), 97, of Granite City, 
died at 5:22 p.m. Friday, Dec. 
23, 1994, at St. Elizabeth Medical 
Center. Services were held Tues- 
day at St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, Madison, by the Rev. 
Jim Keefner. Burial was in Cal- 
vary Cemetery, Glen Carbon. 
Arrangements were by Irwin 
Chapel; Granite City. Memorials 





te Calvary Cemetery Chapel 
Building Fund. 


MINNER-MUNOZ, Mary Kath- 
ryn (Stultz), 65, of Granite City, 
died at 11:27 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 21, 1994, at St. Elizabeth 
‘Medical Center. Services were 
held Saturday at Irwin Chapel, 
Granite City, by the Rev. Wayne 
L. Musatics. Burial was in Sun- 


set Hill Memorial Estates, Glen 
Carbon. 


_ PAYNE, John A., 55, of Gran- 
ite City, formerly of Rector, 
Ark., died at 6:05 a.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 25, 1994, at his residence. 
Services were held Wednesday 
at White Sanders Funeral Home, 
Qulan, Mo., by the Rev. John 
Gilbert. Burial was in Woodland 
Heights Cemetery, Rector, Ark. 
Local arrangements by Irwin 
Chapel, Granite City. 


PRESSWOOD, Ernest, 83, of 
Granite City, died at 9:55 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 21, 1994, at St. 
Elizabeth Medical Center. Ser- 
vices were held Wednesday at 
Schwebel Funeral Home, Pink- 
neyville, Ill. Burial was in Muell- 
er Hill Cemetery, nue 
Local arrangements by Mercer 





Mortuary, Granite City. 


SPICER, Burrell Dickson, 86, 
of Granite City, died at 12:30 
p.m. Monday, Dec. 26, 1994, at 
Anna Henry Nursing Home, 
» Edwardsville. Services were held 
Wednesday at Irwin Chapel, 
Granite City, by-the Rev. Thiéle. 
Burial was in St. John Ceme- 
tery, Granite City. Memorials-to 
St. Jude Children’s Hospital. 

STOPPKOTTE, Howard H., 68, 
of Granite City, died Friday, 
Dec. 23, 1994, at his residence. 
Services were held Wednesday 
at Irwin Chapel, Granite City, by 
the Rev. Don Stratton. Burial 
was in Sunset Hill Memorial 
Estates, Glen Carbon. Memorials 
2 the Hospice of Madison Coun- 


YAEGER, Theodore H. Jr., 90, 
of Glendale, Ariz., formerly_of 
Granite City, died’ at 4:10 ae 
Thursday, Dec. 22, 1994, at Glen- 
dale Care Center, Glendale. Ser- 
vices were held Tuesday at 
the Rey, Gary Kenbaugh. Sur 

- the v. Gary Kiehlba . Bori- 
al was in Sunset Hill femoral 
Estates, Glen Carbon. Memorials 
to the Alzheimer’s Association; 

4 





man was running ugh my house. He didn’t listen to me but the 
police came and took him out.”’ ond 
_ Hall was charged with the Beasley and Masters murders’ Oct. 13 
after police searched a locker rented in Hall’s name. : 
_ The women’s unclothed bodies were found by a farmer the morn- 
ing of Oct. 4 in a soybean field off Route 3 near Old Alton Road and 
the Chemetco plant. The women’s clothing was found folded in a pile 
near the pedir 2 ‘ a 
- ‘The’ women i been shot several times with a shotgun at close 
Tr . One was also shot with a handgun. <x = 
ne time of the murders, Hall_was wanted far failure to return 
from a furlough’ in Colorado Springs where he was to begh} serving a 
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U.S. opposes Ameritech plan 


The U.S. Department of Justice wants to 
disconnect Ameritech’ 'S area customers from 
the phone company’s. plan to start offering 
long-distance service. 

Ameritech-Illinois President Doug Whitley 
said Thursday the Justice Department is 
expected to recommend that a federal judge 
allow. only-the Chicago area in Ameritech’s 
initial trial offer of long-distance service 

“We asked for a statewide trial in Illinois. 
What we got out of. the Department of Jus- 
tice last week would suggest they wanted to 


area, where they believe there is a stronger 
expression of competition,” Whitley said. 

The Justice Department is expected to 
make a formal recommendation to-U.S. Dis- 
trict Judge Harold Greene. in Washington 
early next year, he said 

Greene presided over the landmark anti- 
trust case a decade ago that. broke up the 
former Bell System operated by American 
Telephone & Telegraph Co 

Ameritech was one of the regional local 
phone service companies, often nicknamed 
Baby Bells, formed after the breakup, which 


limited AT&T to providing long-distance ser 
vice. 

However, Ameritech officials contend there 
is now widespread competition for both local 
and long-distance service. For example, 
MCI, primarily a long-distance carrier, is 
seeking permission to offer local service in 
parts of the Chicago area. 

Whitley said Ameritech wants to be the 
first of the local carriers in the region to 
offer long-distance service at prices. competi- 
tive with AT&T, MCI and Sprint, the three 
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(Staff photo by KYLE ESTER) 


All fun — Twenty-month-old Billy Carter shows his feelings 
about a slide at Wilson Park while Angela Carter looks on. 





Smoking ban set at medical center 


‘The administration at_St Elizabeth Medical Center, 2100 Madison 
Ave., Granite City, is reminding altcommunity members_that, begin- 
ning Jan. 1, SEMC will become a completely smoke-free facility. 

The ban on arette and cigar smoking, which has applied to 
physicians and staff since 1990, will be expanded to include everyone 
Pho enters the medical center, including associates (employees), 
medical staff, volunteers and patients and their visitors. 

Smoking -will be prohibited in all buildings SEMC owns and in all 
vehicles owned, leased or rented by the medical center. 

SEMC has always discouraged smoking and limited it to designat- 
ed areas. 

However, the ban will now prohibit smoking everywhere, except 
the grounds outside the medical center. 

Smoking areas will still be maintained in Kaender's Court on the 
ground level, and on the loading dock on the lower level. 
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Advantage, 


Casino plan gives e 


experts. 
dge to the skilled 


‘The Alton Belle Casino’s. 
one-day $300,000 loss to a group 
of professional blackjack players 
is rare, but the 2-to-1 payouts the 
easino awards for blackjack 
hands on Tuesdays give an” 
advantage to skilled players. 

Blackjack experts Vas Spanos 
of Minneapolis and William 
Thompson, a professor at the 
University of Nevada-Las Vegas 
who studies the gambling. 
industry, both expressed surprise 
that the Belle is offering the 
promotion. = 

Spanos, who has advanced 
degrees in mathematics and has 
run a school on blackjack. 
strategy for 15 years, said that, 
with the normal 3-to-2 payouts 
on blackjack, the house has a 1 
percent overall advantage 
against skilled players. 

The 2-to-1 payout shifts the 
advantage to 1.8 percent in favor 
of the skilled player when a 
six-deck shoe is used, as on the 
Alton Belle, he-said. 

A skilled player who masters a 
card-counting system could 
“basically clean out the house”’ 
if allowed to gamble without 
being stopped or limited in bets, 
Spanos said. * 

‘A player who does not know 
card-counting systems and ‘‘just 
uses basic strategy of taking 


advantage of what you have in 
front of you would still have a 
one-half to 1 percent advantage, 
lor it basically makes the game 
even with the house” when 2-to-1 
payouts are offered, Spanos said. 

However, Spanos and 
Thompson both said casinos 
usually eject players before they 
can win on the scale reported at 
the Belle when a group of 49 Las 
Vegas gamblers walked away 
with $300,000 Dec. 6, according 
to the Illinois Gaming Board. 

Several of the players tried to 
return to the casino Dec. 13 but 
were denied admission. 

“Some casinos do (the 2-to-1 
payout) as a promotion for an 
hour or on Christmas, for 
example. But to do that for a 
whole day, a casino could lose a 
lot of money,” Spanos said. 

He said professional blackjack 
players can improve their odds 
over the house by up to an 
additional 2.25 percent 
“depending on the rules, the 
number of decks and how good 
their system is and“how well 
they follow it.” 

However, Thompson said, 


. “Maybe 1 percent of regular 


blackjack players can do this 

well enough to win consistently 

and ply their trade at it.” 
‘Thompson credited a book 
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published in the 1960s and 
written by card counter Edward 
Thorpe with making blackjack 
“the most popular game:in 
casinos.”’ The book popularized 
the idea that players could get 
an advantage over the house by 
memorizing card-counting 
systems. 

For most players, though, at 
best they can “‘just play a little 
longer before they lose their: 
money,” he said. 

Thompson said the most basic 
strategy the average blackjack 
player can use is to remember 
that 37 percent of the cards in a 
deck are worth 10 points or more 
and pay attention to how many 
of those have been played. 

But with shoes of up to six 
decks, counting is difficult 
“unless you are a Rainman,”’ he 
said, referring to a film 
character played by Dustin 
Hoffman who had a 
computer-like memory for 
keeping track of numbers. 

However, he said, ‘“There are 
hundreds of card counters who 
watch for a new place or. these 
kinds of promotions and try to 
catch the casino, early before 
they catch on. If a casiné gives 
an edge like 2-to-1 payouts, 
they’re asking for trouble.” 

— From the Alton Telegraph 


cast from the Granite City, 
Glik’s location on Saturday. 7 

Jackie McCoy from the sta~ 
tion will appear from noon to; 
2 p.m. on Saturday. ~ 

Listeners can register fom 
tickets to a Jan. 11-15 perfor 
mance of ‘Sesame Street: 
Live”’ at Kiel Center. * 
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